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Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board

Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, 31st January 2013, at the
Deincourt Hotel, Newark.

Elected Members Nominated Members

*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Messrs R.N.J.S. Price (Chairman)
W.J. Staunton (Vice-Chairman)
R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman)
A. Arden
T.H. Farr
A. Howick
R.J. Jackson
D. Loates
J. Miller
R.R. Oates
S. Richardson
J. Strawson

*

*

*
*
*
*

*

*

*

*

Bassetlaw DC
Messrs J. Bowler

I. Davies
Cllr J.B. Rickells
Newark and Sherwood DC
Cllrs D.R. Payne

I. Walker
B. Wells
Mrs S. Michael

Rushcliffe BC
Cllrs J.A. Cranswick

R. Hetherington
N.C. Lawrence
P. Smith

Gedling/Melton BCs
Cllr P. Key
West Lindsey and North Kesteven DCs
Cllr Mrs P. Woodman

* Present

*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*

Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)
D.J. Sisson (Engineer)
S. Thackray (Director of Finance)
R.P. Mitchell (Director of Operations)
M.S. Everett (Operations Manager)
P. Baines (Rating and Administration Officer)
A. Wallace (Nottinghamshire County Council)

Mrs J. Bradley (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust)
Miss C. O’Brien (Administration Assistant)

* In attendance

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs A. Arden, I. Davies, J. Strawson and A.
Wallace.

RECEIVED

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.



Minutes of a meeting of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board held on 31st January 2013

- 60 -

3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None

4. BOARD MINUTES

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the meeting of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage
Board held on 13th December 2012 be confirmed as a correct record
subject to Minute 15:1, Page 58 being amended to read ‘Mrs J. Bradley
gave positive feedback to the Board about how the Project was
progressing.’

5. MATTERS ARISING

5:1 Minute 6:1, Page 47 - Board Meetings

The Chief Executive reported that he planned to hold training for Board members at
the 21st March 2013 Board meeting.  The training would cover areas such as Risk,
Governance, the role of IDBs, a brief on relevant legislation including the Flood Risk
Regulations 2009 and the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 followed by an
overview of the role of the Board Member.  

Training would be completed before lunch and the meeting start time would, therefore,
be brought forward to 9.00 a.m. with lunch at 12.30 p.m. 

RECEIVED

5:2 Minute 6:4, Page 48 - ADA Events

It was noted that there would also be a Trent Branch meeting at Messingham Golf
Club on 20th March 2013.

RECEIVED

5:3 Minute 14:3, Page 56 - Lowdham

Mr R.J. Jackson reported that a meeting had been held at Lowdham on 30th January
2013 and flooding was very high on the agenda.  The Chairman enquired whether the
investigations would be completed on target by the end of January 2013.  The
Engineer confirmed that surveys had been completed and meetings held with the
landowner and Severn Trent Water.  A partial solution had been put in place but
further work was being undertaken on the lower end with the aim of achieving a
permanent cost effective solution.  The Engineer stated that it would be some six
months before he would be able to advise the Board on what action to take but he
hoped to be able to give an update to the March Board meeting.

The Chairman suggested that a representative from the Environment Agency be
invited to attend the Board meeting when this was next discussed.  Mr T.H Farr stated
that it was essential that the Board’s officers continued to attend the Lowdham
meetings.

RECEIVED
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5:4 Minute 17, Page 57 - Environment Agency (EA) Precept
 

Mr T.H. Farr (in his capacity as the Chairman of the Trent Regional Flood and Coastal
Committee) and the Board’s Chief Executive had met with Mr R Stokes the EA
Midlands Programme Manager to discuss the TVIDB Precept and where it had been
spent.  Mr Stokes undertook to discuss the matter with Mr P Lockhart, EA flood Risk
Manager for the East Midlands, and establish where the funds had been allocated.  A
request for liaison on future spend and view of the EA 2013/14 programme of work
within the Board’s area had also been made and the Chief Executive would pursue this
with the Area Flood Risk Manager (Mr P. Lockhart) and the Area Operations Manager
(Mr M. Goodhall).  

Mr T.H. Farr suggested that the Chief Executive also approach the Operations Team
as, although it was good to have the programme manager on board, it was also
important that the operational staff were aware of what the Board was doing.  He
offered to set up a meeting if required.  It was noted that further budget cuts were
planned within the EA.

The Chief Executive already had a meeting set up with Mr M. Goodhall to discuss a
matter in the Isle of Axholme area.

The Engineer reported that he was currently working with the Partners in Lincolnshire
to put together a single spreadsheet showing all works to be undertaken.  Once this
had been completed the Boards may be able to suggest some of the works they would
like to be undertaken using the precept money.

Mr T.H. Farr reported that the EA was concerned that if it cut into its revenue budget
too much, it may not have the resources to respond to a major flood event as the
emergency budget and maintenance budget were combined.  He suggested that,
provided the actual cost was reimbursed, the Board should consider taking on more
work for the EA as it could be done cheaper.  The Chairman agreed and stated that
the Board must work to improve relations with the EA and undertake more work in the
future.

RECEIVED

6. PLANT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Chairman reported that a meeting of the Plant and Finance Committee had been held
on 10th January 2013 to discuss the proposed estimates of income and expenditure for
2013/14.  The minutes would be presented to the March Board meeting for approval but
members of the Committee assured the Board that the estimates had been considered in
detail.

RECEIVED

7. FINANCE

The Director of Finance presented the attached report detailing expenditure to date and the
forecast for the full year.  It was noted that this did not include costs from the most recent
heavy rainfall event in January.  

Interest rates on the Nat West account had now dropped to 0.1% and the Director of
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Finance continued to search for other accounts; he was currently investigating an account
with the Nationwide which offered 1.3% interest.

Regarding pumping station costs, the Director of Finance confirmed that the current
electricity contract provided a cheaper tariff during the night and pre-emptive pumping was
undertaken wherever possible to take advantage of this.  He further stated that tenders were
sought from six suppliers for electricty to ensure the best price was obtained.  

The Chairman enquired whether it would be cost effective to install photovoltaic panels but
the Director of Finance stated that these would not produce sufficient power to start up
pumps.  The Chief Executive reported that alternative power sources had been and
continued to be investigated but the initial outlay had in the past been prohibitive; the
principle of offsetting the cost of electricity through generating it on-site and feeding it back
into the grid was sound.

RESOLVED

That the attached report detailing the Board’s financial position be noted.

8. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1ST APRIL 2013 TO
31ST MARCH 2014

The Director of Finance presented the attached proposed budget which achieved substantial
investment in asset renewal schemes and plant, provided an enhanced maintenance
programme and funded pumping station running costs whilst providing a zero rate and levy
increase for ratepayers and levy paying district councils. 

These estimates had been considered in detail at a meeting of the Finance and Plant
Committee held on 10th January 2013 and were recommended for approval by the Board.

The budget and latest estimate had been prepared under the assumption that there would
be no rate increase based on the following criteria:

Pressure on Public Finances  The Board set a rate of 8.0p/£ for Area A and 1.5p/£ for
Area B for the 2012/13 year.  This was a reduction of 2.2% in income compared to the
predecessor Boards and equated to a real terms cut in funding of 5.2% (3% RPI Nov
12).  Due to the pressure on public finances and to support agricultural ratepayers, the
budget proposed to continue with unchanged rates of 8.0p/£ for Area A and 1.5 p/£ for
Area B for the coming year.  

Inflation  The Bank of England had forecast inflation to fall to around their 2% CPI
target in 2013, this would represent around a 7.3% real terms cut in Board income
compared to the 2011/12 year.  Proposed purchases were more heavily weighted by
changes in fuel and electricity costs which were more volatile than the more broadly
based index.  These inflationary increases had been absorbed in the budget by
continuing efficiency improvements.  The Bank of England had forecast a 2% increase
last year but this had risen to 3%; it was hoped that the forecast for 2013 was more
accurate.

Tax Increases and Pension Fund  The Board will continue to be impacted by indirect
tax increases in fuel duties and National Insurance contributions and inflationary
pressures on other costs.  There may be a slight affect from the Government
compulsory pension enrolment scheme as the small number of workers not in the
LGPS scheme would be auto enrolled on the Board’s vesting date, however, this would
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not be until 2016 unless they chose to take this step earlier.  The LGPS Average
Career earnings scheme would replace the current final salary scheme in April 2014
and may show some reductions in employer contribution rates, although all overtime
payments would become pensionable.

Forecast Balances

The Director of Finance reported that the proposed estimates would result in rate and levy
income of £1.452M, which would increase balances by £44k giving a forecast cash balance
at 31st March 2014 of £1.160M (82% of budgeted net annual expenditure).  It was noted that
this level of balances, although higher than DEFRA guidelines, had been built up to fund
ongoing major asset renewal works which would have major expenditure in 2014/15.

The continued high rainfall and demands on the Board to deal with repeated flood events in
2012/13 had reinforced the need for the Board to maintain sufficient cash balances.  These
balances whilst building funds to finance future major asset renewal works and plant
replacement, also provided funds to pay the extra costs incurred by the Board in aiding its
rate and levy payers in times of flooding.  The balances also smoothed the effect of major
projects and their effect upon the rate/levy changes.

Future Rate Increases

It was noted that the effect of continued cost inflation and the cost of major asset renewal
schemes would make a rate increase very likely in 2014/15.  The Director of Finance stated
that major works would be necessary at Beckingham and Torksey Pumping Stations within
the next few years.

Details of the 2013/14 Budget

The proposed budget for 2013/14 showed a net expenditure of £1.408m; £123k higher than
the 2012/13 budget.  It allowed for an increased level of asset renewal works, a full
maintenance programme including the double cutting of strategic watercourses protecting
urban areas, and also reflected lower income from the Environment Agency (EA) with
workmen’s time and cost being redeployed on the Board’s own systems.

The following explanations of the main headings were presented:

(a) Income - The EA Main River Contract was still under negotiation and a reduced
income had, therefore, been shown under Rechargeable Works.  Rental Income 
included the Castlegate office, Torksey Cottage and Sturton Cottage.  Reduced
interest on cash deposits was expected to be lower.  The figure shown as
Miscellaneous represented income from pump hire to the Danvm Drainage
Commissioners.

(b) Pumping Stations - An increase compared to the 2012/13 budget but a decrease
compared to the revised estimate, due to a more average rainfall year being
expected.  The budget included annual inspections costs for Panels, Pumps and
Weedscreens which were necessary for insurance purposes but it was hoped
that these would reduce breakdowns by flagging up problems before they
occurred and also help to plan future works.

(c) Drain Maintenance - This budget funded the annual weedcutting of 320.5 km of 
watercourses, including all those graded 8 and 9 following assessment with other
lower graded watercourses being included in the non annual programme.  The
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budgeted cost showed a decrease compared to the 2013/14 revised estimate. 

(d) Reforming - This allowed for the reforming of certain watercourses to return them
to their design capacity.  Berms would be incorporated if relevant.

(e) Asset Renewal Schemes - All projects were budgeted for revenue funding.  The
budget included the design and planning of Beckingham Pumping Station, the
refurbishment of Hams Dyke Pumping Station and further works in the Lowdham
area to alleviate flooding.  The 2012 floods had identified a number of projects
requiring attention (either asset renewal or maintenance) and £100k had,
therefore been identified to fund these works. 

(f) Net Plant Purchases and HP Repayments - This included replacement of a
tracked excavator which had exceeded the 7,500 hour life and was
recommended for replacement as per the Board’s replacement policy.  It was
noted that this would be considered by the Finance and Plant Committee and
would include a review of the fleet before replacement to ensure that the correct
equipment was replaced/purchased.

(g) Cost of Rechargeable Works - As stated in (a) above, the EA Main River
Maintenance contract had not been renewed beyond 31st March 2013, pending
settlement of the EA national works tendering process.  The Board had also
expressed an interest in undertaking the EA Vegetation management contract for
the Trent (Nottingham) area.

(h) Support Services - The estimate included a 1% pay increase, in line with
Government public sector guidelines.  The reduction from 2012/13 reflected the
benefits of amalgamation with one-off costs not being repeated in the budget
year (e.g. a single audit fee of £2k compared to four audit fees totalling £7k, and
third party support and legal fees of £1k compared to £7.2k).  Telephone costs
included the installation of a new telephone system (£1.5k) in Castlegate as the
old system had become obsolete and was unreliable.

(i) Depot Costs - No increase compared to the 2012/13 budget.

(j) EA Precept - The EA was expected to set unchanged precepts for 2013/14, this
would be paid net of Highland Water.

The Chief Executive highlighted that provision had been made for a Chairman’s Allowance of
£2,000.  This would need to be approved by DEFRA before it was paid to the Chairman.

In response to Cllr Mrs P. Woodman, the Engineer reported that a provision for the
installation of eel passes had been included in the scheme costs where these works were
necessary; some boards had received grant aid for this work.  He further reported that IDBs
were awaiting National guidance on the Eel Strategy.  

The Rushcliffe Borough Council members confirmed that they were satisfied with the
proposed rate for Area B.  

RESOLVED

(a) That the Chief Executive prepare a Policy on Members’ Expenses for
consideration at the March Board meeting.
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(b) That the Board approve the payment of a Chairman’s Allowance in the sum
of £2,000 per annum subject to approval from the Minister.

(c) That the Drain Maintenance Schedule be amended to include the gradings of all
watercourses.

(d) That the attached Estimates of Income and Expenditure for the year
commencing 1st April 2013 be approved in the sum of £1,452,278.

(e) That the amounts to be raised by means of drainage rates in respect of
agricultural land and agricultural buildings, special levies on the local
charging authorities and estimates of the amount added to balances, for
the year commencing 1st April 2013 be as follows:

(i) by drainage rates levied in respect of agricultural land and
agricultural buildings £336,370,

(ii) by special levies on the local charging authorities
£1,115,908,

(iii) by addition to balances £44,239.

(f) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2013
on Newark and Sherwood District Council be made and sealed in the
sum of £464,193 (Area A).

(g) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2013
on Rushcliffe Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of
£99,211 (Area A) and £121,399 (Area B).

(h) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2013
on Bassetlaw District Council be made and sealed in the sum of
£345,702 (Area A).

(i) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2013
on West Lindsey District Council be made and sealed in the sum of
£30,179 (Area A).

(j) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2013
on North Kesteven District Council be made and sealed in the sum of
£24,440 (Area A).

(k) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2013
on Gedling Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of
£15,690 (Area A).

(l) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2013
on Melton Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of
£15,094 (Area A).

(m) That the statutory record of levies be made up.

(n) That the drainage rate for the financial year commencing 1st April
2013 be made and sealed in the total sum of £8.00 pence in the
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pound (Area A) and 1.5 pence in the pound (Area B).

(o) That it be made clear to all ratepayers and District Councils that an
increase would be likely in 2014/15 to offset the cost of major capital
replacement schemes.

9. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES

The Chief Executive reported that of the £340,367.16 outstanding in respect of drainage
rates for 2012/13, £335,550.83 had been collected as at 15th January 2013.  

Regarding the special levies, of the £1,114,358 due, £1,074,757 had been collected as at
15th January 2013.  

RECEIVED

10. OPERATIONS REPORT

10:1 Winter Maintenance

The Director of Operations reported that the winter maintenance programme which
should have started in November had been delayed but was now underway.  Work in
the Laneham area had been completed and work in the Newark, Southwell and South
Notts areas should be completed by the end of March.  He confirmed that any work not
completed would be carried over into the next financial year.

Mr J. Miller reported that section 2 of the Old Trent Dyke was in a poor state.  The
Operations Manager confirmed that he was aware and maintenance would be
undertaken.  Regarding the section around the settling ponds, the Operations Manager
reported that access was difficult due to services etc, however, this was cleaned out
two years ago and was being reviewed; discussions were being held with the
landowner.

10:2 Emergency Works

The Board’s DLO had spent the majority of November and December dealing with and
managing flooding issues in the Board’s area.  A significant number of emergency
clearance and access works had been undertaken during and after the recent floods
and considerable support had also been given to the Environment Agency under the
Main River Maintenance (MRM) Contract.  (There were two parts of the MRM; day to
day clearance works and emergency response including clearing obstructions).

This additional work had resulted in a significant backlog of planned works.  Normal
operation had resumed, however, Officers stated that it was unlikely that the backlog
would be completed by the end of the financial year.

RECEIVED

10:3 Review and Grading of Watercourses

The Operations Manager reported that a review was also being undertaken to
establish which watercourses would benefit from being maintained earlier in the
season.  These would be watercourses which protected urban areas and high grade
agricultural land that were at risk from flooding.  The Operations Manager confirmed
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that the grading of watercourses was regularly reviewed and various sections of
individual watercourses may vary.

The Director of Operations reported that a full survey of the condition of all
watercourses was currently being undertaken and a report would be presented next
year.

The Chairman encouraged members to contact either the Director of Operations or the
Operations Manager if they had any queries about a particular area.

RESOLVED

That a list of those watercourse requiring a second cut be presented
to the March Board meeting together with a list of all watercourses
and their grade.

10:4 Rainfall 

The Director of Operations presented rainfall figures for the full year recorded by the
Board.  The average recorded at Torksey and Laneham was 100.50mm in November
and 101.35mm in December.  

RESOLVED

That rainfall also be recorded at the Sturton depot in the future.

10:5 Beckingham Diesel Pumps

The Engineer reported that the Environment Agency (EA) was undertaking an
inspection of the pumps and preparing a detailed report.  Once this had been done the
Board’s Officers would meet with the EA to discuss the future of the pumps.  The
Engineer reported that there were mechanical and health and safety issues which
would need to be addressed but he was optimistic that these could be overcome.  It
was hoped to be able to report further to the March Board meeting.

RECEIVED

11. BYELAW APPLICATIONS/CONTRAVENTIONS/ENFORCEMENT

11:1 Palis Hall Drain - Mr R. Ward

Application for Byelaw consent had been made to extend The Birches at Bathley Lane,
Norwell, which was sited on the left bank of the Board maintained Palis Hall Drain, as
shown on the attached plan.

The Engineer reported that the existing dwelling was 5.5 metres from the edge of the
watercourse and the proposed extension would be 3.5 metres from the edge of the
watercourse. 

The Board's Officers had visited the site and confirmed that construction of a brick wall
and concrete path on the left bank meant that access for the Board’s machinery was
not possible from that side.  Machinery access immediately upstream of the property
was also restricted by outbuildings.  The Operations Manager confirmed, however, that
maintenance of the watercourse was undertaken from the field opposite where there
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was unrestricted access.  The Operations Department had no objection to the
proposals.

RESOLVED

That consent be granted for an extension to The Birches at Bathley
Lane, Norwell, at national grid reference SK 76986 61377 in the
parish of Norwell subject to:

(a) no part of the extension being constructed closer than 3.5
metres from the Board maintained Palis Hall Drain,

(b) all works being carried out to the specification and
satisfaction of the Board’s Engineer, 

(c) the applicant entering into a Deed of Covenant with the
Board at his own cost, and

(d) access being granted to the Board in perpetuity from the
opposite bank of the watercourse.

11:2 Park Drain - Illegal Culverting

The Board's Officers had recently been made aware that culverts had been installed in
the Board maintained Park Drain at Carlton on Trent.  An initial site inspection had
confirmed that this was the case and the landowner had been instructed to cease work
immediately.

The Engineer reported that the culverting was being undertaken by a reputable
contractor and there was no reason why the Board should not grant consent to the
works as long as they were carried out to the correct specification.  He further reported
that there would be operational benefits for the Board should this section of
watercourse be culverted and there were no environmental reasons why it should not
be done.  

It was noted that the contractor had already removed and relaid a section of the pipe
as requested by the Board’s Engineer as it had been installed at the wrong level.  This
section of watercourse now only drained a small area of land since the Board had
undertaken a scheme to divert the water some years ago.

RESOLVED

That retrospective consent be granted for the culverting of a section
of the Board maintained Park Drain between national grid references
SK 79774 63669 in the parish of Carlton on Trent.

12. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS

12:1 Lowdham

The Engineer reported that surveys were nearing completion and investigations
continued.

RECEIVED
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12:2 Beckingham Pumping Station Re-development and Water Level Management Study

The Project Appraisal Report (PAR) to support the Grant Aid Application was being
prepared with a view to making an early application.  The Engineer stated that
discussions with stakeholders regarding water level management issues were ongoing.

A request had been received from a landowner for the Board to adopt a watercourse
which he stated carried water from the Marsh Road Gravity Drain through to the
pumping station during periods of high flows.  The Engineer reported that
investigations would be undertaken as part of the water level management study and
the findings and a recommendation would be brought back to the Board for
consideration.

RECEIVED

12:3 Flood Investigations

It was noted that Officers continued to investigate reports of flooding across the
Board's area.  The attached schedule detailing these ongoing investigations was
circulated for information.  This schedule would continue to be updated and presented
to each Board meeting for information.

It was noted that some works had already been undertaken locally by the residents in
Car Colston village and some works were planned to be carried out by the Board in
Halam village.

Mr T.H. Farr suggested that Officers and those Board members local to these areas
liaise to ensure that local knowledge was taken into account.

RECEIVED

13. DELEGATED MATTERS

13:1 Byelaw Applications

The following Byelaw consents had been issued under delegated authority since the
last Board meeting:

B015-2012 - Culverting of six metres of the Board maintained Southern Lane
Drain at national grid reference SK 88024 65100 at Yew Tree Farm in the parish
of Swinethorpe.

B016-2012 - Increased flow of water from discharge of treated foul effluent into
the Board maintained North Holme Dyke (national grid reference SK78310
67197) from development at Redroofs Farmyard, Great North Road in the parish
of Weston.

B001-2013 - Construction of surface water outfall into the Board maintained Frith
Drain (national grid reference SK 80370 73743) from development at The Forge,
North Road, in the parish of Ragnall.

RECEIVED
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13:2 Section 23 Applications

No Section 23 consents had been issued since the last Board meeting.

RECEIVED

13:3 Planning Applications

The Engineer presented a list detailing ten applications that Officers had consulted on
for the various Councils within the Board’s area since the last meeting.

Officers had objected to the following application on behalf of the Board as the
proposed building would be within nine metres of the Board maintained Park Drain:

Planning Application Number 12/01518/Ful - Erection of five stables, hay and
tack store at Carlton on Trent.

The applicants had been advised to contact Officers to discuss the matter.

Cllr R. Hetherington understood that there were plans for a 400 house development at
East Leake and asked Officers to ensure that the Board was consulted on this
application.

RECEIVED

14. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

14:1 The Fairham Brook Restoration Project

The model of the IDB maintained length of watercourse produced by JBA and the
Environment Agency's model for the main river length had now been received.  A
combined model would now be produced to identify standards of service and the
maintenance requirements along the entire length of the watercourse and used to
inform and develop subsequent phases of the project.

RECEIVED

14:2 Besthorpe and Eakring and Maplebeck Meadows SSSI

The Engineer confirmed that investigation work was progressing and he hoped to have
a report for the March Board meeting.

RECEIVED

14:3 Conservation Advisory Group

A meeting of the Conservation Advisory Group was due to be held in early February
and a report would be presented to the March Board meeting.

RECEIVED

15. RESILIENCE OF PUMPING STATIONS

Cllr P. Key had heard that Western Power Distribution was looking at protecting its assets
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from flooding and enquired whether it would be worth the Board contacting the company to
discuss working together.

RESOLVED

That Officers investigate this further and report back to a future Board
meeting.

16. PLANT AND EQUIPMENT

Cllr J.B. Rickells had been approached by a member of the public regarding the Board’s
plant fleet, particularly why the Board was using the large excavator.  The Operations
Manager reported that when any machines were replaced a review of the fleet was
undertaken to ensure the right equipment was purchased.  He explained that a larger
excavator was required when using a long reach rig to ensure stability.

RECEIVED

17. CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Mr W.J. Staunton gave a vote of thanks to Mr R.J.N.S. Price who would be retiring as
Chairman of the Board at the March Board meeting.  Mr Price had been Chairman for six
years, first for Newark Area Internal Drainage Board and, since the amalgamation, for Trent
Valley Internal Drainage Board.  Members agreed that a huge debt of gratitude was due for
all the time and effort he had put in, seeing the Newark Area Internal Drainage Board
through a very difficult time.

Mr R.J.N.S. Price responded by thanking members and staff for being supportive during his
term of office which had included the 2007 floods, the illness of the former Clerk and the
amalgamation.  He also thanked Mr W.J. Staunton who had been a tremendous support as
Vice-Chairman on the Newark Board.

RECEIVED

CHAIRMAN


