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Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board

Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held on Thursday, 20th September 2012, at The Showground,
Winthorpe.

Elected Members Nominated Members

*
*
*

*
*

*
*
*

Messrs R.N.J.S. Price (Chairman)
W.J. Staunton (Vice-Chairman)
A. Arden
T.H. Farr
A. Howick
R.J. Jackson
D. Loates
J. Miller
R.R. Oates
S. Richardson
J. Strawson
R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman)

*

*

*
*
*
*

*
*

*

*

*

Bassetlaw DC
Messrs J. Bowler

I. Davies
Cllr J.B. Rickells
Newark and Sherwood DC
Cllrs D.R. Payne

I. Walker
B. Wells
Mrs S. Michael

Rushcliffe BC
Cllrs J.A. Cranswick

R. Hetherington
N.C. Lawrence
P. Smith

Gedling/Melton BCs
Cllr P. Key
West Lindsey and North Kesteven DCs
Cllr Mrs P. Woodman

* Present

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)
D.J. Sisson (Engineer)
S. Thackray (Director of Finance)
R.P. Mitchell (Director of Operations)
M.S. Everett (Operations Manager)
P. Baines (Rating and Administration Officer)

Mrs J. Bradley (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust)
Miss C. O’Brien (Administration Assistant)

* In attendance

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs T.H. Farr, J. Miller and R.R. Oates. 

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Mrs P. Woodman from North Kesteven District Council to her
first meeting.

RECEIVED

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
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3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was agreed to consider requests for the Board to relinquish maintenance of three
watercourses under agenda item 11 (byelaw applications).

4. BOARD MINUTES

It was noted that Messrs D. Loates and J. Strawson had given their apologies for the last
meeting.  

Mrs J. Bradley stated that the minute 14:3, page 23 (last sentence of paragraph 4) should be
amended to read ‘ ... increase biodiversity and reduce diffuse agricultural pollution ...’.

RESOLVED

That the minutes of the meeting of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage
Board held on 24th May 2012 be confirmed as a correct record subject to
the amendments detailed above.

5. MATTERS ARISING

5:1 Minute 10:2, Page16 - Accessing Planning Information

It was noted that the above guide had been amended and updated copies were
available for members.

RECEIVED

5:2 Minute 14:2, Page 21 - Conservation Advisory Group

The Conservation Advisory Group (Messrs W.J. Staunton, D Loates, T.H. Farr, A.
Howick, R.R. Oates, Mrs J. Bradley (Notts Wildlife Trust), Mr Cornish (RSPB), the
Board's Engineer, Operations Manager and Environmental Officer) had met on 11th
September 2012.

Mr W.J. Staunton gave a brief resume of the meeting; notes are attached.

RECEIVED

5:3 Minute 15:1, Page 23 - Appointment of Health and Safety Consultant

The Director of Operations reported that the Board's Health and Safety Consultants
(Cope Safety Management) had commenced the annual inspections.  The review of
the offices at Newark had been completed and they would be moving on to the
Laneham area shortly.  All reviews would be completed and the Health and Safety
Manual updated by the end of October.  A report on their findings would be presented
to the November Board meeting.

RECEIVED

5:4 Minute 15:2, Page 23 - Health and Safety Training for Workforce

The Director of Operations reported that Health and Safety training for all employees
was being undertaken where necessary.
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RECEIVED

5:5 Minute 17, Page 25 - Flooding Issues at Lowdham

The Board's Engineer and Operations Manager had attended a Lowdham Village
Flood Forum meeting with other stakeholder groups on 24th July 2012.  The meeting
had clearly established that all the flooding had come from the Cocker Beck and not
Board maintained watercourses.  Notwithstanding this, the Board’s position had been
made clear; that it was committed to find an affordable multi-agency outcome to these
issues.  It was agreed to discuss this further under agenda item 8.

RECEIVED

5:6 Minute 18, Page 24 - ADA Trent Branch AGM

The Chairman had attended the Branch meeting on behalf of the Board and presented 
the following report:

The existing Branch Chairman, Mr I. Fowler, had stepped down and Mr
M.A. Harris (Chairman of the Isle of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire
Water Level Management Board) had been appointed the new Chairman of
the ADA Trent Branch.  The new Chairman hoped to hold an open meeting
for the Branch in February/March 2013 and to encourage as many IDB
members as possible to attend.  

A discussion had taken place regarding subscriptions which were being
reviewed by ADA National; the current system for calculating subscriptions
meant that if three boards amalgamated, the amount paid to ADA was
reduced by a third.  It was also agreed that the Branch subscriptions for
2013 would be set at £100.

The Chairman and Chief Executive of ADA had addressed the meeting on
the subject of the Eel Regulations and the Chairman had given a very
informative view from Europe.

It had been announced that the Welsh Government had decided to create
a single environment body for Wales merging the Environment Agency
Wales (EAW), the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW), and Forestry
Commission Wales (FCW) into one organisation by 1st April 2013.  Such
bodies included the three Internal Drainage Boards wholly or mainly in
Wales and eleven Internal Drainage Districts (IDDs) administered through
the Flood Risk Management Wales (FRMW) Committee of the
Environment Agency Wales.  The Welsh Government was looking at
whether all or some of their functions should be transferred to the new
body, or whether reforms should be made to IDBs as part of the powers
conferred on Welsh Ministers by the Public Bodies Act.  It was noted that
this would not affect IDBs in England.

Mr P. Lockhart (EA Area Manager) spoke about the Isle of Axholme
Strategy which covered some 52,000 hectares of land.  It was noted that
when the DRAFT Strategy had first been put out for consultation the
proposal was to abandon the land as the value placed on assets in the
area was very low.  The Isle of Axholme IDB and Councils responded to
the DRAFT and pointed out the amount of businesses industries, power
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stations etc. in the area and their value to the community and had been
successful in raising the standard of protection for the area to 1 in 100
years with partnership funding.  The Environment Agency had also spoken
about the possible transfer of assets.  

A visit to St Germans Pumping Station had followed the meeting.  The
station was built in 2010 and had six pumps capable of pumping 100m³ per
second.  The station had generators and enough diesel on site to run for
ten days. 

Referring to the Isle of Axholme Strategy, the Chairman stated that the Board protected a lot
more than agricultural land and that it was now more important to demonstrate the value of
the work it does to all stakeholders.

The visit to St Germans Pumping Station had highlighted the need for resilience measures to
be built in to all pumping stations and the Chairman suggested that this should be
considered by the Board.

RECEIVED
 
6. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES

The Chief Executive reported that all rate demands had now been issued.  Collections to
date totalled £1,008,075.89 leaving £446,649.27 outstanding at 5th September 2012.

The Chief Executive explained that the special levy issued by Kingston Brook IDB to
Rushcliffe Borough Council prior to amalgamation had been based on a rate of 1p in the
pound and not 1.5p as agreed by the Shadow Board prior to amalgamation.  This had been
discussed with the Council and a revised special levy demand had been issued for the
£39,602 shortfall.

Cllr J.A. Cranswick had spoken to the Deputy Chief Executive at Rushcliffe Borough Council
who stated that the amended special levy had not been received.  The Director of Finance
agreed to confirm the Board’s legal position regarding the re-issuing of the demand and to
trace the special levy which had been sent by registered post.

RECEIVED

7. FINANCE

7:1 Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2012

The Director of Finance presented the attached report on expenditure to date and the
forecast for the full year which was expected to be £51,299 over budget; this had been
based on the worst case scenario of the Rushcliffe Borough Council shortfall not being
received.  

It was noted that an invoice would be issued to the Environment Agency during
September for work undertaken by the Board on the main rivers.  In response to the
Chairman, the Director of Finance and Operations Manager stated that he still
expected the Board to receive a total of £108,264 in respect of rechargeable works
during the current financial year.

Cllr B. Wells queried the overspend in respect of administration, particularly over-time. 
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The Director of Finance explained that the part-time staff had been paid overtime
following the amalgamation to ensure that adequate training had been provided prior to
changing over to the new systems; this was a one-off occurrence. 

Mr J. Strawson suggested that the payment of gratuities should be discussed by the
Board to clarify the situation for the future.  It was agreed to consider this under
agenda item 9.

Mr R. Warburton reported that some years ago a pump had been hired by the former
Laneham IDB to the Went Board and he enquired where the income was shown in the
accounts.  The Director of Finance confirmed that he had received the details and that
this would show in the September accounts.

Now that the accounts had been completed for the former boards, Cllr R. Hetherington
enquired whether the Kingston Brook Clerk’s employment had been terminated.  The
Chief Executive reported that the Clerk was still assisting with information to get the
rating system up to date but he would be ending his engagement with the Board
shortly.

RECEIVED

8. OPERATIONS

8:1 The Director of Operations gave the following update:

General

The summer maintenance programme (vegetation removal) commenced in mid
July.  A total of 455km (approximately 61%) of Board maintained watercourse
was scheduled for maintenance work to be completed during the financial year
(an increase on previous years).  At the time of the report 7% of the work had
been completed although the Operations Manager confirmed that the Direct
Labour Organisation (DLO) had completed considerably more over the last three
weeks.

Heavy rainfall during July resulted in the Board’s DLO undertaking emergency
works in the area, particularly on behalf of the Environment Agency under the
Main River Maintenance contract arrangements. 

Labour and Staff

A Land Drainage Operative had been recruited to fill the vacancy in the Board’s
DLO.  

Vehicle Theft

The Board's insurers had now settled in the sum of £9,500 for the Ford Transit
and Hiab crane stolen from Torksey depot.  Replacement of this vehicle would
be delayed until April 2013.

Replacement of Caterpillar 432E Excavator

A Case WX125 Series 2 wheeled excavator was purchased at a cost of £79,000
less £23,500 trade in for the Caterpillar 432E excavator.  The new machine
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would negate the need to use the Upper Witham IDB for summer maintenance
works.

A new Marshall trailer was available for £7,000, well within the £12,000 budget.

Energreen ILF 1500

An Energreen machine had been purchased at a cost of £91,730 to replace the
tractor and Bomford flail.  There was an additional cost of £3,730 because it had
been necessary to change to biodegradable oil.  The approved budget for the
purchase of the Energreen was £73,500; the sale of the tractor and Bomford flail
plus the £9,500 already received from the insurers in respect of the Ford transit
and Hiab crane.

Pumping Stations

Due to the heavy rainfall in July, pumping stations had been switched to winter
levels.  They were now returned to operating levels appropriate to the catchment
situation.

The Board’s DLO had been called out on several occasions in July to monitor
pumps, remove debris and deal with flooding issues.

Rainfall 

The following rainfall had been recorded:

Apr May Jun Jul Aug

Torksey 172.2mm 38.5mm 118.5mm 114.9mm 68.9mm

Sturton Depot 157.7mm 50.8mm 110.3mm 123.1mm 79.9mm

In response to Mr D. Loates, the Operations Manager confirmed that the DLO was on target
to complete the summer maintenance programme on time.

Mr S. Richardson reported that there had been an increasing number of thefts of farm
equipment and diesel in the area.  He stated that it was important to report all incidents to
the police so that they could get an accurate picture of the extent of the problem.  The Chief
Executive suggested that the Board consider joining ‘Farm Watch’, a partnership between
the local police and the farming community designed to share crime prevention advice and
alert each other of incidents in the area.  The Chief Executive stated that the telemetry
system had the facility for monitoring and tracking if the relevant equipment was installed on
site and there were various additional security measures that could be considered, e.g. voice
activated sensors and the fitting of trackers to pumps.  In response to Cllr Mrs S. Michael,
the Director of Finance stated that, although this may not reduce insurance costs it may help
to maintain the level of premiums in the future.

RESOLVED

(a) That the replacement of the Ford transit and Hiab crane be
postponed until April 2013.

(b) That the purchase of a new Marshall trailer be approved in the sum of
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£7,000.

(c) That the additional expenditure on the Energreen be approved but
that Officers seek savings elsewhere in the budget to meet the
shortfall.

(d) That the Director of Operations undertake a review of security at the
Board’s pumping stations and depot and report options and costs for
consideration at the next Board meeting (see also 13:2).

8:2 Flooding Issues

The Engineer showed rainfall totals for the heavy rainfall events on 27th to 29th June
and 5th to12th July for Sturton, Torksey, Saltersford, Ropsley Upton and South
Witham.  It was evident from these results that the heavy rainfall had been very locally
focussed.  The attached plans showed areas where flooding had occurred in the
Board’s area, these plans had been supplied by Nottinghamshire County Council.

Lowdham

The Engineer reported that staff had attended Lowdham village in support of the
Environment Agency (EA) and other emergency services.  On this occasion property
flooding had been restricted to a public house although extensive flooding of roads in
the centre of the village had occurred all from the main rivers.  He also reported that he
and the Operations Manager had attended a recent meeting of the Lowdham Flooding
Stakeholder Forum at which it had been reported that the EA’s modelling team were
actively investigating the events with a view to the Forum seeking solutions.  Officers
had confirmed that the Board would co-operate fully with any plans to secure cost
effective and sustainable solutions.  A further meeting was scheduled for 16th October
2012 to receive a report on the EA’s findings.

Cropwell Bishop

It was also reported that Cropwell Bishop had suffered severe flooding, the causes of
which were being investigated by the Local Lead Flood Authority (Nottinghamshire
County Council).  The Chairman confirmed the severity of the event in the village and
stated that run-off from the recently improved A46 was commonly felt to be the cause.

RECEIVED

9. STAFFING

9:1 Terms and Conditions of Service

Following the amalgamation of the boards, employees were transferred under TUPE
on their existing Terms and Conditions of Service.  The Chief Executive explained that
this had resulted in two different sets of conditions being in place that are quite
different.  Moreover, the complexities of the conditions of service made simple
application of the rules less than straight forward.  

The Chief Executive, Director of Operations and Operations Manager had met with
representatives of the workforce on 22nd August 2012 to establish a fuller
understanding of the current position.  This was seen as a productive first step and a
further meeting was planned.  The Chief Executive stated that the process of



Minutes of a meeting of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board held on 20th September 2012

- 32 -

simplification and harmonization would take time and that it was important to move
steadily and with the fullest support of the workforce.  The intention would be to
complete this process by 1st April 2013.

RECEIVED

9:2 Manning

The Chief Executive reported that the part-time Time-sheets Clerk had resigned from
work with the Board with effect from 31st August 2012.  The newly appointed
Administration Assistant had, therefore, increased her hours of work from five half
days each week to four full days and one part-time day.      

The Chief Executive further reported that the Laneham District Works Supervisor had
submitted notice of his intention to retire at the end of September 2012.  Since he had
submitted his resignation, however,  the Works Supervisor had contacted Mr R.
Warburton to enquire whether there was a part-time position available.

RESOLVED

(a) That the Chairman, Messrs R. Warburton and two former
Laneham members meet to discuss the feasibility of a part-time
position for the Works Supervisor.

(b) That the position of Lead Worker for the Laneham area be
advertised internally.

9:3 Gratuities

The Chairman reported that the former Newark Area IDB had a policy of paying a tax-
free lump sum to retiring employees of £100 for every year they had worked for the
Board.  He suggested that this should be reviewed and a new policy be formally
adopted by the Board.

The Chief Executive explained that the policy had been set up to reward good conduct,
loyalty and long service, however, there were other ways that this could be addressed
such as long service awards.

RESOLVED

(a) That the Chief Executive prepare a DRAFT policy for long
service awards for consideration at the December Board
meeting.

(b) That the retiring Laneham District Works Supervisor be paid a
gratuity of £100 for every year worked.

10. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

10:1 Objections

The Engineer reported that objection had been made to the following applications
which contravened the Board’s Byelaw No. 10 (No Obstructions within Nine Metres of
the Edge of the Watercourse):
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12/00721/Ful  Erection of two-storey extension - White Cottage, Main Street,
Carlton-on-Trent.

12/00619/Ful  Extension, glasshouse and car port - Caunton Grange, Newark
Road, Caunton.

12/00895/Outm - Development at Braemar Farm, Station Road, Collingham.

It was noted that an application had since been made for relaxation of the Board’s
Byelaws for 12/00721/Ful and this would be considered under agenda item number 11. 
Planning application 12/00619/Ful had since been amended so that the development
was outside the nine metre Byelaw zone and the Board’s objection had been lifted.

Regarding the proposed development at Braemar Farm, the Engineer reported that the
applicant had been advised that the Board would require a nine metre wide access
strip adjacent to all Board maintained watercourses on the site. 

RECEIVED

10:2 Applications Considered

The Engineer reported that Officers had considered a total of 46 planning applications
since the last Board meeting.

Mr D. Loates expressed concern regarding planning application 43/12/00009 at
Treswell Park, Outgang Road, Treswell.  He agreed to discuss this with the Engineer
after the meeting.

RECEIVED

10:3 Cotgrave Colliary

Following a request at the April Board Meeting, Officers had investigated the
development by Rushcliffe Borough Council of the former pit site at Cotgrave Colliary
to provide up to 470 dwellings and employment uses.  The Engineer stated that this
site was outside the Board’s district and catchment and he confirmed that all
watercourses surrounding the site drained in a north westerly direction into the Trent
and away from the Board’s area.  There would, therefore, be no impact upon the
Board’s systems or operational activity.

RECEIVED

10:4 South Clifton Sustainable Urban Extension

A proposal had been put forward for a ‘Sustainable Urban Extension' on 570 hectares
of land to the South of Clifton.  The proposal included around 4,200 homes, substantial
new employment and other new land uses, including shopping facilities, open space,
schools and other community facilities.  The Engineer stated, however, that this was
only a proposal and the details of what would be included in the development had not
yet been decided.  

The Engineer’s initial investigations had indicated the majority of the site drained into
the Board maintained Fairham Brook and he had therefore written to Rushcliffe
Borough Council requesting that the Board be consulted on all future development
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plans for this site.

Cllr R. Hetherington reported that work on the construction of a new car park to take
900 cars for the new tram system was already underway and the run-off from this
could be substantial. 

RESOLVED

That the Engineer make enquiries to ensure that adequate provision
had been made to accommodate the run-off from the new car park.

 
10:5 East Leake

Planning permission was granted by Ruschliffe Borough Council in 2007 and 2009 for
the erection of 154 dwellings off Gotham Road, East Leake.  The Board’s Engineer
confirmed that the documents supporting the planning applications indicated that
surface water would be attenuated on site before discharging into existing drainage
infrastructure and in a southerly direction via a 750mm diameter outfall into the Board
maintained Kingston Brook.  The Engineer stated that he was satisfied that the surface
water had been suitably attenuated and that discharge to Kingston Brook was limited
by the outfall.

RECEIVED

10:6 RAF Newton

The Engineer reported that he had received a copy of the Flood Risk Assessment and
Drainage Strategy relating to the re-development of the former RAF Newton (Planning
Application Number 10/02105/OUT).  The proposal included 500 dwellings, 50 units,
primary school, the retention of existing hangars and 6.45 hectares of employment
land.  The site currently drained into the Board’s system via one 750mm diameter
outfall and three 225mm diameter outfalls.  

Following investigation, the Engineer estimated that the hard surfacing areas on the
site would increase from 18.4 hectares to 33.3 hectares after development.  In order to
compensate for this increase, the proposals included 17,000m³ of flood water storage. 
This, together with the use of the existing outfalls would mean that the flow of water
into the Board’s district would be no more than the existing rate.

RECEIVED

10:7 Crown Estates Land, Bingham

A meeting of all parties involved in the above development was held on 18th
September 2012 to agree flood risk and environmental matters.  All these matters had
been resolved and no changes were required to the approvals granted at the last
Board meeting.

Mrs J. Bradley stated that the Margidunum roundabout had flooded in July.  The
Engineer agreed to ensure that developers included this when considering run-off from
the development if appropriate.
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10:8 Planning Reform Proposals

Mr D. Loates stated that the Government was planning major reforms to the planning
system and one of the proposals was for Permitted Development Rights for extensions
etc to be increased.  He asked what effect this would have on the Board, e.g. at the
moment Officers picked up potential Byelaw contraventions etc from planning
applications.

The Chief Executive agreed that this could be a problem for the Board but stated that
the Officers would liaise with Building Control and the Councils to highlight the
importance of the Board’s Byelaws.  Mrs J. Bradley suggested that this matter should
be addressed by ADA nationally before Planning Reform Proposals were adopted.

RESOLVED

That the Engineer ask ADA to consult on the Planning Reform
Proposals on behalf of IDBs.

11. BYELAW APPLICATIONS

11:1 The Engineer reported that consent had been granted under delegated authority for
the following applications:

B005_2012  Re-building of footbridge over the Board maintained River Smite in
the parish of Wiverton Hall (national grid reference SK 71904 36901) .  

B006_2012   Alteration of the flow of surface water to the Board maintained
Coddington Sewer Drain from two agricultural buildings at Drove Cottage Farm in
the parish of Coddington (national grid reference SK 83476 55694).  

B007_2012  Partial rebuilding of existing brick invert and abutment corners and
re-pointing of mortar joints on an existing culvert on the River Whipling within the
parish of Whatton in the Vale (national grid reference SK 75250 38566).

B008_2012  Partial rebuilding of the south spandrel wall and re-pointing of open
mortar joints on an existing culvert on Elton Spring Dyke in the parish of Elton on
the Hill (national grid reference SK 76153 38813). 

B009_2012  Installation of land drainage pipe into a section of the Board
maintained watercourse (Ref 402401) to discharge surface water from St.
Oswalds Caravan Park in the parish of Dunham-on-Trent (national grid reference
SK 81464 74733).  

B010_2012  Excavation of two cattle drinks on the left bank of the Board
maintained Collingham Fleet Drain within the parish of Collingham (national grid
references SK 82787 62563 and SK 82805 62547). 

B011_2012  Construction of a clear span timber footbridge over the Board
maintained Brammersack Drain within the parish of South Muskham (national
grid reference SK 78002 56962).  

B012_2012  Temporary installation of two concrete anchor blocks and
associated props within the banks of the Board maintained Carr Drain at Torksey
Ferry Road in the parish of Treswell and Cottam (national grid reference SK
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82934 79693).

All works would be carried out to the specification and satisfaction of the Board’s
Officers.

RECEIVED

11:2 Sodbridge Drain and Barnby Road Feeder Drain, Newark

Two applications had been made by the owner of land at Sunnyside, Barnby Lane,
Newark.

The first application was to culvert 48 metres of the Barnby Road Feeder Drain with a
450mm diameter pipe as rabbits were causing damage to the banks of the
watercourse.

The Engineer reported that letters had been sent to adjacent landowners to obtain their
views but stated, that in his opinion the installation of a 450mm diameter pipe would be
adequate to cater for the catchment served by that watercourse.  An Environmental
Report had been provided by the applicant and showed that the watercourse did not
contain any protected species or protected habitat; this had been confirmed by the
Board's Environmental Officer.

The second application was to provide a replacement workshop building within nine
metres of the Board maintained Sodbridge Drain.  The former workshop, which
measured 13.7 by 6.1 metres and was positioned approximately two metres from the
watercourse bank top, had recently been demolished. 

The proposed workshop would be built in a similar position but would measure 13.7 by
12.5 metres; effectively doubling the length alongside the Board's watercourse.  The
applicant proposed to move the new building three metres from the bank top of the
watercourse, however, whilst this would be an improvement it would not be sufficient to
allow access for machinery.  The Engineer stated that to allow sufficient room for
machinery a six metre clearance was required between a structure and the bank top of
a watercourse.

RESOLVED

That the Board’s Officers negotiate with the applicant to ensure
adequate access to the watercourse is guaranteed for future
maintenance.

That a full report on the outcome of these negotiations and any
response from adjacent landowners be presented to the next Board
meeting for consideration.

11:3 Park Drain, Carlton on Trent

Following the Board's objection to Planning Application 12/00721/FUL, an application
had been made by the owner of The White Cottage, Main Street, Carlton on Trent, to
erect an extension within nine metres of the Board maintained Park Drain culvert.  The
proposed ground floor extension would measure 4.60 metres by 2.18 metres.

The Board's Officers had located the line of the 350mm diameter Park Drain culvert
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and estimated that the existing dwelling was located 2.86 metres from the outside wall
of the pipe. The proposed extension would be an estimated 1.82 metres from the
outside edge of the pipe at its closest point.

Based on the depth and diameter of the pipe the Engineer stated that a minimum of
3.5 metres clearance should be provided between the outside edge of the pipe and
any new building.  However, this requirement could not be met due to the relatively
small garden.

It was noted that the Board had previously carried out investigations and repair work to
this watercourse and in recent years, had constructed a bypass system to divert much
of the water around the village and into the Board maintained Willoughby Drain. The
Engineer stated that the Park Drain culvert at this location now effectively only
provided drainage to properties in the immediate vicinity as much of the upstream
catchment was catered for by the bypass channel. 

The Board's Operations Department had been consulted on the proposal and had no
objection to consent being granted for the extension, particularly as access to the
culvert was already restricted in other areas due to historic development. The Engineer
confirmed that the proposed extension would not prohibit the repair or replacement of
the culvert if required in the future as there was sufficient open space on neighbouring
land. 

RESOLVED

That consent be granted to the applicant to construct a ground floor
extension 4.60 metres by 2.18 metres at The White Cottage, Main
Street, Carlton on Trent (national grid reference 479826 363689),
within nine metres but no closer than 1.82 metres of the Board
maintained Park Drain culvert subject to:

(a) the foundations being constructed to the specification and
satisfaction of the Board's Engineer, and

(b) the applicant entering into a formal Deed of Indemnity (at
his own expense) to be lodged with the Land Registry.

11:4 Relinquishment of Drain Numbers 02, 03 and 04 at Ratcliffe on Soar Power Station

The Engineer reported that a request had been made for the Board to consider
relinquishing control of the three watercourses shown on the attached plan.  He
confirmed that the watercourses served land entirely in the ownership of the power
station and, therefore, could be relinquished.

Cllr R. Hetherington stated that one of the landowners adjacent to the power station
had expressed concern that surface water from his land drained into these
watercourses.

RESOLVED

(a) That the Board agree in principle to relinquishing control of
these watercourses subject to the Engineer investigating further
and consulting with all adjacent landowners to ensure that the
drainage of neighbouring land was not affected.



Minutes of a meeting of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board held on 20th September 2012

- 38 -

(b) That a report be presented to the next Board meeting.

11:5 Relinquishment of Westfield Drain, Langford Quarry

The Engineer reported that a request had been made for the Board to relinquish a
section of the Board maintained Westfield Drain (shown on the attached plan) which
ran through Langford Quarry.  It was noted that as the quarry progressed, part of the
watercourse would be incorporated into the excavations.

The Engineer confirmed that the watercourse served only land in the ownership of the
applicant and that the drainage of any neighbouring land would not be affected.

RESOLVED

That the Board relinquish control of a section of Westfield Drain
between national grid references 481603 359721 and 482062
360759 at Langford Quarry.

11:6 Relinquishment of Watercourse 401205, Sturton le Steeple

The Engineer reported that application had been made by the landowner to fill in
Watercourse 401205 (shown on the attached plan).  An environmental survey had
been undertaken and confirmed that the watercourse did not contain any protected
species or habitat.  The Engineer stated that additional storage would be provided on
the New Ings Drain and the spoil from this would be used by the landowner to fill in
watercourse 401205. 

The Engineer confirmed that the watercourse served only land in the ownership of the
applicant and that the drainage of any neighbouring land would not be affected.

RESOLVED

That the Board relinquish control of watercourse 401205 and consent
be granted to the landowner to fill this in.

12. SECTION 23 APPLICATIONS

Consent had been granted by Officers under delegated authority for the following:

TVIDB/LDC/2012/003  Culverting of 67 metres of private watercourse at Willowbend,
Station Road in the parish of Collingham (national grid references 483472 361463 to
483498 361513) 

All works would be carried out to the specification and satisfaction of the Board’s Officers.

RECEIVED

13. CAPITAL WORKS

13:1 Medium Term Plan

The attached final application submitted on behalf of the Board for Flood Defence
Grant in Aid (FDGiA) funding in 2013/2014 and beyond was circulated.
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The Engineer explained that all values were Present Values (i.e. future costs had been
discounted over the life of the scheme) and the Capital Costs were today's costs so
present value is the same as current value.  

Under the current Government Grant Scheme, potential maximum FDGiA was
dependent on the benefits delivered and determined at the following rates:

• Non domestic benefits 6 pence / per pound of benefit or damage cost 
avoided.

• Domestic properties 20/30/45 pence / per pound of benefit or damage cost
avoided.

• Environmental £15,000 per hectare of habitat protected or created.

Last year no scheme had been considered unless it had an adjusted priority score of
120 or greater.  Officers expected this figure to be higher this year and FDGiA would
be allocated to the highest scoring schemes first.  The FDGiA funding of IDB schemes
was limited to 45% of the scheme cost unless the benefits could be shown to be fairly
apportioned between all flood defence assets providing protection (i.e. main river
defence and IDB defences).  The Engineer stated that this was easily done if there
was clearly only one system of assets but in other areas there was not an agreed
method of apportionment.  For schemes delivering statutory requirements (i.e. Health
and Safety compliance) a rate of 100% was usual.

RECEIVED

13:2 Telemetry Systems - Update

The Control Star system in place in the former Laneham area had been moved over to
a web accessible system and work was underway on the Oriel system in the former
Newark area; this would include remote control capability for the pumps.

The Engineer confirmed that both systems would be operated under a secure access
arrangement operated/controlled by the provider requiring both a Registered User
Name and Password.  There would also be two levels of access: view only, and
administrator/manager which would allow full control.

Following discussions at the last Board meeting an investigation had been undertaken
by officers regarding the installation of PIR detectors.  The Engineer reported that PIR
detectors are installed and operational in the pumping stations linked to the Control
Star telemetry system, however, the Oriel system did not have this facility.  The
Board's insurers had indicated that there would be no reductions in premiums if PIRs
were installed but there was a reasonable expectation that any future increases in
premiums would be minimised.

The Engineer stated that the cost of installing and connecting PIRs would be £4,600.

RESOLVED

That the Board proceed with the installation and connection of PIRs
at pumping stations at a cost of £4,600.
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13:3 Beckingham Pumping Station and Beckingham Marshes Water Level Management
Study

The Engineer reported that two separate projects were being undertaken, firstly to plan
the re-development of the pumping station and secondly to study the potential for
Water Level Management regime changes to deliver whole catchment needs and
benefits.  Both projects were now coming to a conclusion.

(a) Beckingham Pumping Station Re-Development

The catchment provided protection for eight houses, four farms, three industrial
companies, one hotel, 1,058 hectares of agricultural land and the A631 road;
estimated total catchment benefits of £45m.  The existing pumping station
included a flood door installed in the 1930s, two diesel pumps installed in the
1950s, two pumps installed in the 1980s and one electric pump installed by the
Environment Agency (EA) in the 1990s.  The Board’s land drainage pumps were
coming to the end of their useful life and the EA had previously informed the
Board that they would be ceasing to maintain and operate their pumps at the site
in favour of a more substantial gravity evacuation system.

The brief given to the consultants had been to provide land drainage and flood
evacuation pumps capable of evacuating approximately three cubic metres of
water per second, to investigate the feasibility of using the gravity outfall, to
provide a specification for a telemetry system (including CCTV), to provide
measures to satisfy the current Eel Regulations and to comment on the value of
retaining the existing diesel pumps.  Work was already underway to refurbish the
EA’s flood door.

The Engineer reported that problems had occurred during the 2000 flood event
when the electricity supply to the station had been disconnected.  This had been
caused by a floor mounted transformer being flooded, however, the electricity
supplier had confirmed that this had now been raised and that a scheme was
underway to separate the electricity supply to the pumping station which should
reduce the risk of disconnection.  

The consultants had presented four options for the pumps:

Option 1 - Two Archimedes screw pumps and axial pump £635,000.

Option 2 - Three Axial fish friendly pumps £450,000.

Option 3 - Three fish friendly submersible pumps £190,000.

Option 4 - Three submersible pumps and behavioural screening £170,000.

The total cost of the Scheme was estimated at:

Option 1 - £1,759,000
Option 2 - £1,450,000
Option 3 - £1,206,000
Option 4 - £1,365,000

The Engineer reported that a budget of £80,000 had been allowed in the current
year’s estimates for the cost of the detailed design work; £12,000 had already
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been spent.

In response to Mr R. Warburton, the Engineer stated that he would be meeting
with representatives from the Environment Agency (EA) to discuss the proposals
for the pumping station and their contribution towards the cost.  The Director of
Finance agreed to check whether the EA contributed towards the running costs
of the station.

RESOLVED

That the Board endorse Option 3 and proceed with the next
stage of the Scheme; the detailed design works.

(b) Beckingham Marshes Water Level Management Study

The Water Management Study had begun as a partnership approach between
the former Laneham IDB, the RSPB, Trent Landscape and the Environment
Agency to assess.  The purpose was to investigate whether there was an
alternative water level management regime that would realise ecological benefits
and sustainable land use within the catchment and also receive grant aid.  The
study showed that at certain times of the year water was pumped when it did not
need to be.  All regimes considered looked at increasing pump operating levels
by two feet.  The full impacts of the options were yet to be investigated along with
feedback received at a recent stakeholder consultation event.  The Engineer
confirmed that this study would not affect the plans for the Pumping Station.  

RESOLVED

(a) That the Board proceed with the study and confirm all
potential benefits and dis-benefits are understood prior to
holding a further meeting with local landowners to seek
buy-in once the study is completed.

14. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

The Engineer presented the following update:

14:1 Invasive Species

Following distribution of the leaflet on invasive species to all ratepayers in 2012,
several reports of occurrences of these species had been received and recorded
on the Board's Geographic Information System (GIS).

A substantial amount of Himalayan Balsam had been found alongside the Fleet
Drain in Collingham.  A joint approach was being undertaken with the Parish
Council, the RSPB and the Trent Vale Landscape Partnership to control and
monitor the Himalayan Balsam.  The Board's staff had cut an area on the west
bank of the Fleet in the village and would continue to do this for the next two
years. 

RECEIVED
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14:2 Barn Owl Nest Boxes

Thirteen nest boxes were erected across the district last winter in conjunction
with the Wildlife Conservation Partnership.  Annual monitoring undertaken in
June indicated mixed success, one box was being used by a roosting kestrel, two
by breeding stock doves and two by Barn Owls; one with a clutch of six eggs.

RECEIVED

14:3 Strategy for Compliance with The Eels (England and Wales) Regulations 2009

The Environment Agency's (EA) Anglian Region was developing a strategy that it
hoped would be adopted nationally.  This strategy was based on a more
pragmatic approach and would not require the installation of eel measures for
every catchment.  The Board's Environmental Officer was monitoring
development of the EA Strategy and providing practical feedback to the drafting
team wherever possible.  Once published, the concepts in this strategy would be
considered and if appropriate, included within the Board's strategy for
compliance.

RECEIVED

14:4 Besthorpe and Eakring and Maplebeck Meadows Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI)

These SSSIs were both in unfavourable condition due to water level
management issues.  Natural England had employed consultants to investigate
water level regimes at these sites and would consult the Board on any potential
solutions that may impact on its maintained watercourses.

RECEIVED

14:5 Kingston Brook Maintenance

A meeting with East Leake Parish Council and Friends of Meadow Park had
been held on 17th September 2012 to address local concerns about the
maintenance of Kingston Brook prior to any maintenance works being
undertaken.

RECEIVED

14:6 The Fairham Brook Restoration Project

Now that funding had been secured for the project the work programme was
being prepared and should be available for consideration at the next Board
meeting.  

The Vice-Chairman gave a brief account of the Conservation Advisory Group
meeting held at the beginning of September.

RECEIVED
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15. DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS (DEFRA)

15:1 Review of IDBs

The attached letter from Mr R. Benyon was circulated for information.  The Chief
Executive reported that DEFRA, in consultation with the Association of Drainage
Authorities, had designed a questionnaire for IDBs based on some of the issues raised
in the letter.

The Chief Executive further reported that DEFRA had commissioned a study to assist
IDBs by enabling them to better identify the nature and extent of those benefits and
demonstrate to their local communities and others the value that they offered.  The
objectives of the study led by Risk and Policy Analysts Ltd (RPA) were:

Objective 1:  To develop tools or methods to identify the range of beneficiaries of
Internal Drainage Board (IDB) activity, and quantify (quantitatively wherever
possible or qualitatively if not) those benefits, to support IDBs in providing
relevant information to local communities and to help inform further policy
development on IDB boundaries and setting up new IDBs.

Objective 2:  To develop a set of indicators to help IDBs demonstrate the value
they provide to local communities and others, and to help achieve greater
accountability and efficiency.   Also to establish whether local communities could
benchmark IDBs against other bodies of similar size and/or performing similar
roles.

The Chief Executive reported that IDBs had been invited to join a website where the
project was being discussed and to feed in their perspective in order to influence how
the benefits would be identified and assessed.  Views were invited on:

What type of benefits you think need to be assessed?
How you think the benefits should be measured?
What level of detail you think is required?
Which performance measures might be most useful?

Joining the website and participating in the discussions was entirely voluntary and the
Chief Executive had also requested a hard copy of the questionnaire.

RESOLVED

That the Chief Executive circulate a copy of the DEFRA/ADA
questionnaire and the questionnaire prepared by RPA to members
for completion and return.  Once these had been collated a response
would be prepared and submitted on behalf of the Board.

15:2 Visit by Lord Taylor of Holbeach

Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board (LMDB) recently hosted a visit from Lord Taylor of
Holbeach (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State, DEFRA) on 20th August 2012. 
The LMDB Chairman and Vice-Chairman attended together with Mrs J. Venables, CBE
(Chief Executive of the Association of Drainage Authorities), Mr A. Wilkinson (Flood
Risk and Coastal Manager at the Environment Agency), Mr R. Wills (Executive Director
at Lincolnshire County Council), and Mr M.A. Harris (Chairman of the Isle of Axholme
and North Nottinghamshire Water Level Management Board).
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The visit had included a presentation by Officers and a tour of the area to view
examples of work undertaken by the DLO as well as Partnership Schemes.  This gave
an opportunity to explain the success of the Consortium working arrangements and
how the boards were balancing the rising sea levels and climate change against the
competing demands for development, agriculture and tourism, whilst still protecting the
environment and providing a value for money service to the ratepayers.  

RECEIVED

16. CORPORATE IDENTITY

The Chief Executive stated that a strong corporate identity would create a positive and
lasting impression of the Board and that ensuring a standard image was displayed on all
letterheads, invoices, business cards, clothing, vehicles and the website would help to create
a clear visual identity for the Board.  This would also project the Board as a professional and
reliable organisation and hopefully ensure that it was recognised and remembered.

The following were currently being reviewed and it was, therefore, suggested that now may
be a good opportunity for the Consortium and the individual boards to review the image
being presented to their ratepayers and partners:

Logo - This had been discussed by the Board at the last meeting and several
suggestions were made.  

Consortium Name - When originally set up the Consortium was named the North
Lincolnshire South Yorkshire and North Nottinghamshire Group of Internal Drainage
Boards Consortium.  It was suggested that this name should be reviewed and a
shorter one adopted. 

Web Site - The host site where the Board’s Website sits was recently 'hacked' into and
the information corrupted to an extent that it could not be recovered.  An interim site for
TVIDB had been constructed until a permanent solution was found.

 
The Chief Executive reported that the following proposals had been put forward by two
external consultants for the Consortium:

Solutions - Brand and web design £4,950, annual revenue costs £2,600 and video
costs £10,200.  The total cost to the Trent Valley IDB for branding, website and a short
video would be £5,916 (£866 of this figure was the annual running cost) .

Design by Distraction - Brand design only £4,300.  The total cost to the Trent Valley
IDB for branding only would be £1,433. 

Although it appeared more expensive, the Chief Executive stated that the proposal offered
by Solutions better reflected the needs of the new Trent Valley IDB and would include the
design of the new website.

Cllr B. Wells queried the cost of the design and suggested that students from the local
universities may be able to help. 

Cllr R. Hetherington stated that the website must engage the public.  

RESOLVED
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(a) That the proposal submitted by Solutions in the sum of £10,200 for
brand and website design be accepted, the cost to be split by the
three Consortium partners.

(b) That the name to be recommended for the Consortium be ‘The Water
Management Consortium’.

17. MEETING DATES

Once the meeting dates had been set at the Annual General Meeting on 13th December
2012, a list would be distributed to members for information.

RECEIVED

18. CONSORTIUM WORKING ARRANGEMENTS

All Consortium Officers left the meeting at this point and a discussion was held on whether to
renew the agreement to remain with the Consortium.

The Chairman gave a brief review of the Consortium’s performance to date, which was very
positive, and suggested that the Board would like to endorse the Consortium for a further
period in order to allow continuity in their work within TVIDB, e.g. systems harmonisation,
Beckingham Pumping Station planning, and to provide stability for TVIDB staff.  It would also
give the Consortium confidence in their position, and allow them to invest appropriately.  A
period of one year from 1st April 2013 was suggested, but after a brief discussion regarding
length of commitment and review dates, Mr J. Strawson suggested a longer period, such as
three years, a greater commitment which would allow the Consortium both to invest and
make greater progress; this was accepted.

RESOLVED

That the Trent Valley IDB continue to participate in the Consortium
Partnership Arrangement with the Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board and the
Isle of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire Water Level Management
Board for a period of three years from 1st April 2013.

CHAIRMAN


