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 Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held via Microsoft Teams and Teleconference at 10.00 a.m. on 
Thursday 24th September 2020. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated Members 

* Messrs J. Miller (Chairman)  Bassetlaw District Council 
*  T.H.  Farr (Vice-Chairman)  Cllrs K.H. Isard 
*  R. Warburton *  Mrs S. Fielding 
  A. Arden   J. Naish 
*  W.J. Staunton  Newark and Sherwood District Council 
*  N.J. Greenhalgh  Cllrs Mrs S. Michael 
*  T. Hawthorne    I. Walker 
*  R.J. Jackson   J. Lee 
*  D. Loates *  Mrs L. Dales 
*  J. Pask  Rushcliffe Borough Council 
* Mrs J Love  Cllrs Mrs M. Stockwood 
     Mr K. Shaw 
   *  Mrs C. Jeffreys 
   *  Mrs P. Gowland 
    Gedling/Melton Borough Councils 
   * Mr J. Evens 
    West Lindsey/North Kesteven District Councils 
   * Cllr P. Overton 
* Present   Invited Representatives of Partner Organisations 
 Staff   Miss S. Jaques (Nottinghamshire 

County Council) 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive) 
*  N. Kemble (Engineer) 
*  M.S. Everett (Operations Manager) 
*  A.J. Malin (Senior Operations Manager) 
*  D. Cowling (Planning and Development Control Officer) 
* Mesdames N. Hind (Finance Manager) 
*  C.B. Davies (Corporate Services Manager) 
      
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies were received form Cllr I. Walker and Mr A. Arden 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
 None. 
  
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
  
 None. 
 
4. BOARD MEETING MINUTES (Pages 405 - 418) 
 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board Meeting held on 18th June 2020 be 
confirmed as correct. 
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5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 5:1 Minute 5:12, Page 408 - Delegated Matters 
 

In response to a question from the Chairman, the Senior Operations Manager 
presented a map to the Board detailing the location of the Packman Dyke in the 
Rushcliffe borough and explained that the Board had been asked to consider the 
possibility of a future adoption by Cllrs Mrs C. Thomas and Mrs P. Gowland.  He 
confirmed that the Packman Dyke falls into an Environment Agency section of the 
Fairham Brook and not the Board’s and that the Environment Agency would be 
contacted by the Board to ensure continued maintenance of the watercourse. 
 
  RECEIVED 

 
 5:2  Minute 19:3, Page 417 - Planning Applications 
 

Cllr P. Overton expressed his thanks to the Engineer for his excellent support and the 
works carried out on an issue at North Scarle. 
 
He reiterated that 12 months ago he had made comments in respect of the Board’s 
responses to planning applications and the need for them to have more robust 
comments and less standard responses and that he was pleased to see that Cllr Mrs 
C. Thomas had also raised this issue.  He stated that he was looking forward to the 
announcement of a new Planning and Byelaw Officer and would ask that we make 
more direct comments about an application.  He commented that he appreciated the 
Board had limited ability to influence planning applications and that responsibility was 
for the local councils.  At North Kesteven District Council the planning committee would 
be looking carefully at planning applications to try and forestall future problems and 
appreciated the help from the Drainage Board.  
 
In response to a question raised, the Engineer explained that a new Planning and 
Development Control Officer was in post and would have responsibility across the 
Boards.  He was confident that this would improve the level of service provided by the 
Board.  In respect of the standard responses, he commented that often the first points 
were consistent with many typical enquires, however, bespoke comments were made 
when necessary. 
 
Cllr P. Overton commented that he was pleased to see from the minutes that the Board 
was moving forward in this direction.  He appreciated that the Board was not a 
Statutory Consultee but did feel that robust responses were important in making the 
District Council focus on these issues. 
 
  RECEIVED 

 
6 HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE 
 

The Senior Operations Manager presented a health and safety report.  He commented that 
Coronavirus was upmost in everybody’s minds especially after the recent update from the 
Prime Minister.  In terms of the Board, everything possible was being done to protect 
employees.   Everybody was aware of the social distancing rules.  In respect of the 
Operations team, they were avoiding vehicle sharing wherever possible and if a situation 
arose extra precautions were taken including an operative in the front and back, full PPE and 
cleansing of the vehicle afterwards.  He confirmed that the Senior Management Team met 
regularly and discussed any changes in Government advice in respect of Coronavirus.  All 
office staff registered their intention to go into the office and followed the cleansing 
requirements.  He reported that, to date there had only been one reported case of 
Coronavirus and fortunately that person had made a full recovery. 
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He highlighted recent guidance received from the HSE and, in particular the guidance in 
respect of welding.  He confirmed that officers were reviewing the Consortium’s policy but 
welding in the Board’s team at Trent was limited. 
 
In respect of accidents and incidents, he drew the Board’s attention to the one incident in 
Trent which was damage caused to a machine from a stone which flew up whilst strimming.  
Officers had investigated measures to mitigate this type or possible damage. 
 
He commented that there had been an increase in reported incidents, but these were parallel 
with previous years.  Staff were constantly encouraged to report incidents and near misses. 
 
There was still an issue with the availability of training courses because of the Coronavirus.  
The Senior Operations Manager explained that there was an in-house process of 
assessment to ensure competency. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

Mrs J. Love joined the meeting.  
 
7. RISK REGISTER 

 
The Dynamic Risk Register was presented by the Corporate Services Manager and the 
following point were noted:  
 

(a) Torksey Pumping Station, Sutton on Trent Asset renewal Burton Round PS and 
Marton Ps would be covered under section 11 Asset Renewal and Refurbishment 
Projects. 

 
(b) Website - work would commence in October to update the website. 
 
(c) Funding - the Finance Manager was reviewing the income from Councils and 

Officers would be meeting with them in November once the DRAFT estimates 
had been prepared to discuss the 2021/22 special levies. 

 
(d) Local Meetings - planned local meetings with landowners would be postponed 

until further notice due to the Covid-19 situation.  
 
(e) Staffing - The only vacant post was for a modelling analyst but an appointment 

had been made and the new postholder was due to start on 5th October.  The 
Engineer commented that he had been very successful in recruiting a candidate 
who had recently completed a MSc in Environmental Engineering Design and 
had an understanding of lowland watercourses. 

 
(f)  Ill health and work-related stress - this continued to be monitored especially as 

many staff were now working remotely. 
 
(g) Accounts team staff - the Finance Manager had developed online training which 

would shortly be available for all staff. 
 
(h) Breakdowns at Pumping Stations - this was being monitored by the Engineer who 

was liaising with Bedford Pumps to extend warrantees on all new pumps, but this 
would not include Torksey. 

 
(i) Asset Management system - a new system was being developed to include all 

the Board’s assets.  This would be introduced and developed over several years. 
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(j) Lone Working - the Board had a manual system which worked but Officers were 
investigating a suitable automated system. 

 
(k) Health and Safety - under constant review due as this was considered the 

Board’s biggest risk 
 
(l) Procurement - a draft updated policy was ready to be signed off and all staff 

would be briefed. 
 
(m) GDPR - ongoing risk.  All files needed to be reviewed to ensure compliance with 

the document retention policy. 
 
(n) Banking - the Finance Manager was looking to simplify the current banking 

arrangements. 
 
(o) Environmental Reporting - recording of siting’s needed to be improved.  Staff 

were to be reminded of requirements. 
 
(p) Policy Review - ongoing. 

 
  RECEIVED 

 
8. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

The Finance Manager reported that drainage rates and special levies collected to the 11th 
September 2020 totalled 86.80%.  She confirmed that the special levy payments from 
Gedling and Melton Borough councils had not been received but were due in within the week 
and both had sent their apologies. 
 
In response from a question from the Chairman, it was confirmed that progress had been 
made in chasing the £7,500 of outstanding rates from last year.  Approximately £5,000 was 
outstanding to date and a significant balance was due to be paid from deceased estates. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

9. FINANCE 
 
The Finance Manager presented the attached report. 
 
The variance report showed that the income was higher than anticipated for the four month 
period to the 31st July 2020, resulting in a positive income variance of £41,468.72.  The 
majority of this variance was from the own use of plant and labour and it was explained that 
whilst the aim was to estimate this figure accurately, any variance in this area had no impact 
on the Board’s overall position. 
 
In respect of expenditure, the Maintenance and Development expenditure showed a negative 
variance of £277,825.08.  The majority of this amount was in respect of existing projects with 
a budget held in reserve, Torksey Pumping Station £192,50.003 and Sutton on Trent 
£54,398.00 and only £6,200 related to new projects. 
 
It was reported that the Drain Maintenance expenditure was higher than estimated and that 
the higher costs were associated with the Winter Emergency Drain Repairs due to the wet 
weather of late autumn and winter.  The overspend was anticipated to be £22,510.61 and 
under agenda item 12 approval was to be sought to transfer funds from the engineering 
budget. 
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Pumping stations were currently under budget due to electricity costs and it was confirmed 
that a credit note for £32,000.00 had been received due to an error made by the electricity 
company in respect of charges at Drinsey Nook Pumping Station. 
 
In respect of Supportive Expenditure, it was confirmed DLO costs were under the estimated 
budget due to reduced overtime earlier in the year and that Consortium Costs were £12,878 
higher that estimated; this issue would be discussed under a later agenda point. 
 
The Finance Manager confirmed that the indicated Outturn for the year 31//03/2021 was 
currently £25,897.00 and that Board reserves were currently 22.11%. 

 
The total invested in the five accounts totalled £1,446,413.68.  One loan of £608,865.97 
remained outstanding. 
 
A schedule of payments over £500 was presented for consideration and approval. 
 

RESOLVED 

(a) That the Management Accounts for the period ending 31st July 2020 be 
approved. 

(b) That the cash balances and borrowings be noted. 

(c) That the attached schedule of payments over £500 totaling £628,517.54 be 
approved. 

10.  OPERATIONS REPORT 
 

The Senior Operations Manager presented the attached report on works undertaken since 
the last meeting.  He reported that winter work was planned for this year in the Grassthorpe 
Beck catchment, on Kingston Brook and the Environment Agency’s (EA) Dover Beck.  In 
response to a question raised by the Chairman, the Operations Manager confirmed that the 
Board would not be working on the Environment Agency (EA) section of the Grassthorpe 
Beck and that the Engineering Team was in talks with the Environment Agency about their 
section.  Mr R. Jackson raised a question in respect of the Environment Agency Dover Beck 
and the Operations Manager confirmed that the work would be carried out on the section at 
Epperstone.  
 
De-silting work had also been carried out at East Leake on behalf of the County Council 
 
It was reported that the DLO team was having to deal with more reports of invasive species 
of weed including Japanese Knotweed. 
 
Details of the current DLO Team were presented to the Board, one longstanding member of 
staff had left the Board and two new members of staff had started since the last meeting.  
 
 RECEIVED 

 
11. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 

 
The Engineer presented the attached report. 
 
The Engineer confirmed that the new telemetry contracts were ready to be signed.  He 
confirmed that following on from the June Board meeting with the approval of the Chairman, 
Vice Chairman, other Consortium Boards and the Chief Executive that the contracts had 
been awarded to Schneider Electric (supply programme, trail sites, managed service) and 
Inter-Lec Limited (install).  He confirmed that it was cost effective for Lindsey Marsh Drainage 
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Board to act as the sole licence holder and then sub-licence Trent Valley and the other 
Consortium members.   

 
In respect of funding, he confirmed that the cost to the Board was £106,000, £6,500 for each 
pumping station installed.  There was currently £52,000 allocated in the telemetry budget and 
he was looking to raise £42,000 from local levy. 

 
The Engineer advised the Board that an alternative route had been modelled for the 
Cuckstool Dyke flood waters and whist it did make an improvement it was not sufficient to 
warrant spending funds on. He confirmed that he would like to carry out further modelling 
and asked the Board to consider allocating a further £10,000.  He confirmed that he would 
look at ways of reducing flows to the Cuckstool Dyke which would reduce flooding and 
problems at the pumping station.  Included in the solution was possibility of creating a flood 
storage area to attenuate flows upstream on the Bulham Lane Drain.  He confirmed that he 
was in talks with the Environment Agency regarding funding and also that the landowner was 
amenable to the idea.  Approximately, £50,000 would be required and works could be carried 
out next summer. 
 
The Engineer confirmed that he and his team had reviewed the Environment Agency funding 
Programme over the period up to 2026/27.  It was an important review taking into account up 
and coming projects and all of the Board’s assets.  The programme costs had increased with 
additional funding for Sutton on Trent, Thurgarton and Torksey weedscreen replacement in 
the next 2/3 years.  He confirmed that most of the costs would be met by DEFRA and the EA 
if agreed. 
  
In respect of the Egmanton Project, the Engineer reported that the scheme was completed.  
Works had taken 6-8 weeks.  He confirmed the scheme was now operational.  Mr W. 
Staunton expressed his thanks to the Engineer, his team and also the Chief Executive 
Officer for the completion of a very challenging project.  The Engineer confirmed that the land 
was in the process of being valued as the Board had always intended to sell this on and that 
interest had been expressed.  Members were reminded of a previous scheme in 2016 to 
alleviate surface water flooding of the highway.  These works had not been as successful as 
first hoped and he proposed a concrete canvas be installed in the watercourse opposite the 
church.  The original works were carried out in partnership with Nottinghamshire County 
Council and there was some budget left to cover the additional works at a cost of 
approximately £11,000.00.  He confirmed that the Parish council would be consulted before 
works commenced. 
 
 Torksey Pumping Station had progressed well since the last Board Meeting.  The 
refurbishments were almost complete, but with regard to the new power supply, Northern 
Power was awaiting consent from the EA in respect of works on their flood bank due to the 
installation.  The additional £250,000 of funding had been adequate.  In response to a 
question from the Chairman it was confirmed that both pumps would operate in the event of 
a wet winter even on the lower power supply. 
 
Works at Cuckstool Pumping Station were largely complete with the final weedscreen 
connection works being undertaken 23rd - 25th September.  Quotations for portable 
equipment for the temporary monitoring of flows through pumps when operational had been 
sought.  These would be used at Cuckstool Pumping Station to ensure the pumps are 
working adequately. 
 
The planned refurbishment of Marton Pumping Station in 2021/2022 was progressing with 
quotations being sought for the watercourse surveys and hydraulic catchment modelling.  A 
quotation had also been sought for a power supply upgrade. 
 
Work on the Drinsey Nook Pumping Station was complete, and the station was now fully 
operational and within budget. 
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In respect of the Thurgarton Village Flood relief scheme, he confirmed that various scenarios 
had been modelled and a potential viable, cost effective scheme had been identified.  This 
would involve the creation of a flood bund outside of the Board’s area and to undertake 
channel improvements.  Funding had been reviewed in the latest application for grant-in-aid 
and an assumption made that Nottinghamshire county council would be prepared to make a 
partnership contribution.  Mr R. Jackson commented that the village appreciated all the hard 
work and that landowners would be amenable. 
 
Cllr Mrs C. Jefferies thanked the Engineer for a very comprehensive report. 
 
In response to a question from Mr N. Greenhalgh, the Operations Manager confirmed that 
there were no major issues with the Moor Lane Pumping Station, however, there had been 
some minor issues during the flood event 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a)  Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board nominated as sole Licence Holder, to enter 
into an agreement with Schneider and to delegate authority for the 
Chairman to sign the agreement on behalf of the Board. 

 
(b) Approve additional funding of £10,000 to be transferred from the 2020/21 

Frain investigation budget (TV20801) to allow further modelling of options 
in Sutton on Trent. 

 
12. SCHEDULE OF TRANSFER OF BUDGETS 
 

The Finance Manager presented the attached Schedule of Transfer of Budgets and 
confirmed that these had been discussed under Agenda points 10 and 11.  She added that 
these fund were not coming from general reserves but existing schemes. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 
  That the attached schedule of transfer budgets within schemes be approved. 
 

13. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA) AND PARTNERSHIP MATTERS 
 

The Chief Executive reported that the Engineering Team had been working closely with the 
EA in respect of the Sutton on Trent and Grassthorpe Beck.  Unfortunately, Kelly Goulds who 
had been strong in her support for the Board had resigned from her position with the EA. 
However, he would work hard to maintain a strong relationship and ensure the Grassthorpe 
Beck issues were pursued. 
 
He confirmed that the Public Sector agreement had been signed.  The Board’s Operations 
Team carried out works on behalf of the EA for the benefit of the Board’s systems including 
for example, maintenance and bridge and debris clearance. 

 
 RECEIVED 
 

14. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

As Chairman of the Conservation Committee, Mr J. Miller confirmed that the Biodiversity 
Action Plan was currently being reviewed and this would be brought to the Board for 
approval when complete. 
 
At the last Board meeting it was agreed that the Board’s Environmental Officer would give a 
presentation on water voles.  The Chairman confirmed that this would take place at the 
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Conservation Advisory Group (CAG) meeting to be held on the 22nd October and minutes 
would be included in the November Board papers. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

15. QUERIES AND COMPLAINTS 
 

The Corporate Services Manager reported that going forward a report would be available to 
the Board in respect of complaints received.  However, some work still needed to be carried 
out in respect of historic entries and a report would be available at the next meeting detailing 
current enquires/complaints. 
  
 RECEIVED 
   

16. DELEGATED MATTERS – PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 

The new Planning and Development Control Officer introduced himself to the Board.  He 
commented that as the Board was not a statutory consultee, he would be looking to raise the 
profile of all the Board’s with the Planning Authorties.  In respect of comments made 
regarding the standard responses issued by the Board, he invited Board members to contact 
him direct if they had any concerns with a particular application. 

 
16:1 Byelaw Applications 

 
The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 
 
TVIDB/LDC/2020/017 Installation of a 6 metre concrete canvas into the Board 

maintained Kennel Drain at national grid reference 472547-
350000 in the parish of Fiskerton cum Morton.  

 
TVIDB/LDC/2020/020 Removal of the existing gas governor kiosk, temporary culvert 

and concrete pad within and next to the Board maintained 
Newalls Drain at national grid reference 478224-394123. 

 Installation of new governor kiosk at national grid reference 
 478358-394361. 
 Laying of a new 270 metre gas pipe within 2 metres of a 

riparian watercourse within the Board’s area from national grid 
reference 478268-394204 to 478325-394309. 

 All works are within the parish of Misterton. 
   
  TVIDB/LDC/2020/021 Repair works to existing brick headwall on the Board  

     maintained Scaffold Drain at national gird reference 484552-36
     360204 in the parish of Collingham. 

 
TVIDB/LDC/2020/022  Repointing of abutments and a concrete bag repair to 

undercutting at north end invert on an existing bridge on the 
Board maintained Collingham Fleet at national grid reference 

 482605-361406 in the parish of Collingham. 
 
TVIDB/LDC/2020/023 Repairs to west abutment on an existing bridge on the Board 
 Maintained Collingham Fleet at national grid reference 482886-

362027 in the parish of Collingham. 
 
TVIDB/LDC/2020/027 Consent to discharge into the Board’s system via the Board 

maintained Langer Lakes Relief Drain at national grid reference 
473064-334633 in the parish of Langar cum Barnstone. 
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TVIDB/LDC/2020/030 Increase flows by discharge from a sewage treatment plant into 

the Board maintained The Gutter watercourse at national grid 
reference 474873-341839 in the parish of Thorton. 

 
TVIDB/LDC/2020/031 Construction of a new 4m wide stone track to replace existing 

grass track within 2 metres of the Board maintained Long 
Plantation watercourse at national grid reference 467325-
342997 in the parish of Shelford & Newton.  

  
   RECEIVED 
 
 16:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 
 
TVIDB/LDC/2020/029 Installation of a 12 metre culvert to house service crossing 

the raising of the bed level to protect services in a riparian 
watercourse within the Board’s area at national grid 
reference481618-355229 within the parish of Newark.  

 
No applications had been dealt with on behalf of the Lead Local Flood Authority. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 16:3 Planning Applications 
 

The Engineer reported that 160 planning applications had been reviewed by Officers 
since the last Board meeting and appropriate comments made 

 
   RECEIVED 

 
17. TO CONSIDER ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (AMISSION 

TO MEETINGS) ACT,1960 
 
Messrs J. Pask, J. Evens, Cllr K. Shaw and Cllr Mrs P. Gowland left the meeting.  
 

In accordance with Section 2 of the Public Boards (Administration to Meetings) Act, 1960 due 
to the confidential nature of the business being discussed, the minutes are recorded on pink 
paper. 

  
18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 NONE 
 
   RECEIVED 
 

 
 

CHAIRMAN 


