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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, 31st January 2019, at 
Winthorpe Community Centre. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated Members 
* Messrs W.J. Staunton (Chairman)  Bassetlaw District Council 
*  J. Miller (Vice-Chairman)  Cllrs K.H. Isard 
*  R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman)   Mrs S. Fielding 
*  A. Arden *  D. Pidwell 
  T.H. Farr  Newark and Sherwood District Council 
*  N.J. Greenhalgh * Cllrs D.R. Payne 
  T. Hawthorne *  I. Walker 
  R.J. Jackson   B. Wells 
*  D. Loates *  Mrs S. Michael 
  J. Pask  Rushcliffe Borough Council 
*  S.E. Richardson * Cllrs R. Hetherington 
* Mrs J. Love *  J. Thurman 
   *  Mrs C. Jeffreys 
   *  N. Lawrence 
    Gedling/Melton Borough Councils 
   * Mr J. Evens 
    West Lindsey/North Kesteven District Councils 
   * Cllr Mrs P. Whittaker (NKDC) 
* Present     
 Staff  Invited Representatives of Partner Organisations 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)  Miss S. Jaques (Nottinghamshire County Council) 
*  N. Kemble (Engineer) * Messrs J. Bowler (Bassetlaw District Council) 
* 
 

 M.S. Everett (Operations Manager) 
D. J. Sisson (Strategic Partnership 
Director) 

  I. Davies (Bassetlaw District Council) 

* Mesdames J.D. Watson (Operations Director)    
*  N. Hind (Finance Manager)    
      
* In attendance    

 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs T.H. Farr and R.J. Jackson 
   
2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
 Mr A. Arden - agenda item 17 (planning application number 138491).   
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 It was agreed to discuss meeting dates under agenda item 19. 
     
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 338 to 344) 

 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 29th November 2018 be 
confirmed as a correct record.  

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 Minute 12, Page 340 – APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES 
 
 Mr J. Miller advised the Board that Mrs J. Love and Mr D. Loates are also members of the 
 the Conservation Advisory Group. 
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  RECEIVED 
 
6. FINANCE AND PLANT COMMITTEE MINUTES -10th JANUARY 2019 
  

The Chief Executive confirmed that he had submitted the forms to Nottinghamshire County 
Council to ascertain the cost of leaving the pension scheme or closing it to new members.  
This information would be available in time for the next Board Meeting. 

 
  RESOLVED 

 
(a) That the minutes of the Finance and Plant Committee held on the 10th 

January 2019 be confirmed as correct. 
 
(b) That the proposed plant purchases for 2018/19 be approved in the sum of 
 £213,291.50 
 
(c) That a provision of £175,500 be made in the 2019/20 estimates for the      

purchase of new plant and £4,500 for small tools. 
    

 
7. STAFFING 
 

The Chief Executive presented an updated staffing structure to the Board and confirmed that 
this would be emailed to all members. 
 
The Board were updated on the new roles within the Engineering Department.  It was 
confirmed that the previously approved positions of a new Technician and Modeller had been 
filled.  During the recruitment process the Engineer had also identified a possible Junior 
Modeller and Apprentice who he would like to appoint.  It was confirmed that all the new 
positions are cost neutral as savings would be made by not using consultants for modelling 
work.  The additional cost of the appointments would be £32,000.00. 
 
It was confirmed that the position of Mechanical and Electrical Engineer remained vacant.  In 
the short term the Engineer had identified consultants who could help out. 
 
The Chief Executive asked the Board to consider the recruitment of a new position to the 
Accounts Department.  He explained the current establishment and confirmed that with the 
extra work introduced with the addition of Doncaster East and Making Tax Digital extra help 
would be required. 
 
Mr R. Warburton commented that the new positions would be employed by Lindsey Marsh 
Drainage Board.  The Chairman confirmed that the Board would carry a proportion of the 
costs through the recharges. 
 
In response to questions, the Engineer confirmed that the Consortium have the processing 
power to produce the majority of modelling inhouse.  He commented that he was keen to 
keep knowledge in house and develop his team. 
 
 RESOLVED  
 

(a)  That the new positions of Junior Modeller and an apprentice are recruited.
  

(b)     The new position within the Accounts Department to be established. 
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8. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

The Rating Officer reported that Drainage rates and special levies collected to date totalled 
97.37%.  Nine cases were to be sent to the bailiffs in February for non-payment.  Of the 
previous year’s outstanding balance, £1,746.96 had been collected. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
9. FINANCE 
 

The Finance Manager presented the attached report and confirmed that this had previously 
been presented to the Plant and Finance Committee.  An explanation was given of the new 
format of the accounts. The Income and Expenditure Account for the period 1st April to 31st 
December was discussed with the Board and the Finance Manager confirmed that contract 
recharges had been higher than the budget estimate, that the land at Torksey had been sold 
for a higher amount than anticipated and that an element of depreciation had been including 
in the figures for Pumping Station.  An explanation was given on the new elements within the 
figures which represent absorption costing. 
 
Cllr D.R. Payne queried an amount paid to Newark Advertiser for £629.00 and the Chief 
Executive confirmed that the Board had a legal requirement to publish Environment Impact 
Assessment notices. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 

(b)  The attached payment schedule be approved. 
    

 
10. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE - 1st APRIL 2019 to 31st MARCH 2020 
 

The Finance Manager presented for consideration the attached report and estimates for the 
year 2019/20. 
 
The Board were asked to consider a 2% increase on Drainage Rates and Special Levies. 
 
The Chairman commented on the Board’s current level of reserves which at the end of 2020 
would be approximately 30% which was about the minimum the Board should hold.  The 
Finance Manager explained that the reserves were there as a cushion for unexpected events 
such as flooding.  It was recommended that a Board carry between 30-60% of their annual 
rateable income in reserve. 
 
Mr T. Farr proposed that perhaps a column could be included showing the reserves.  In 
response the Finance Manager confirmed the Board currently held £1.289 million in the 
Capital Projects Reserve Account and £674,000 in Operational Reserve. 
 
Mr S Richardson raised concerns over the 10-year plan being unsustainable with future 
increases being held at 2%, labour costs rising by 2.7% and electricity prices for the pumping 
station by 40%.  The Chairman confirmed that the 10 Year Plan was to be reviewed. 
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 RESOLVED 
   

(a) That the attached Estimates of Income and Expenditure for the year 
commencing 1st April 2019 be approved in the sum of £1,933,646. 
 

(b) That the amounts to be raised by means of drainage rates in respect of 
agricultural land and agricultural buildings, special levies on the local 
Charging authorities and estimate of the amount added to balances, for the 
year commencing 1st April 2019 be as follows: 
 

(i) By drainage rates levied in respect of agricultural land and 
agricultural buildings £376,117. 

     
(ii) By special levies on the local charging authorities £1,291,043. 
 
(iii) By addition to balances £47,208. 

 
 
(c) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2019 on 

Newark and Sherwood District Council be made and sealed in the sum of 
£535,629 (Area A). 

 
(d) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2019 on 

Rushcliffe Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £259,682 
(£123,473 (Area A) and £136,209 (Area B)). 

 
(e) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2019 on 

Bassetlaw District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £395,976 
(Area A). 

 
(f) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2019 on 

West Lindsey District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £37,794 
(Area A). 

 
(g) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2019 on 

North Kesteven District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £27,422 
(Area A). 

 
(h) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2019 on 

Gedling Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £17,605 (Area 
A). 

 
(i) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2019 on 

Melton Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £16,935 (Area 
A). 

 
(j) That the statutory record of levies be made up. 

 
(k) That the drainage rate for the financial year commencing 1st April 2019 be 

made and sealed in the total sum of 8.976 pence in the pound (Area A) and 
1.683 pence in the pound (Area B). 
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11. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 

The Operations Director presented the attached update on the work undertaken by the Direct 
Labour Organisation. 
 
Officers gave a status report on pumping stations, plant and equipment. 
 
In response to a question raised by Mr J. Miller the Operations Manager confirmed that he 
had not received any negative comments in respect of the works recently completed at the 
Kingston Brook in East Leake. 
 
Mrs J. Love confirmed that she had recently attended a meeting with the Parish Council and 
again there had been no negative comments.  This was also confirmed by Cllr. J. Thurman 
and he added that there had been no comments from the Friends of Meadow Park. 
 
Mrs J. Love also raised an issue regarding a road culvert at Kingston Brook, the Operations 
Manager would contact the Highways Department regarding this matter.  
 
Mr J. Miller asked whether the Board had a record of rail culverts in the district including their 
state of repair.  The Operations Manager confirmed that there were 73 culverts on the Board 
maintained watercourses and that he regularly spoke with Network Rail. 
 

12. COMPENSATION 
 

The Operation Manager commented on the attached report and updated the Board.  To date 
a total of five claims had been paid at a cost of £1241.50 for crop loss.  
 
 RECEIVED 
 

13. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

13:1  Low Marnham Flooding Investigations (TV13048) 
 

The Engineer presented the attached report on Low Marnham flooding and confirmed 
that this matter was first brought to the Board’s attention in 2013.  The Board have 
been approached by a local businessman who was prepared to invest a large sum of 
money into the proposed scheme. When the area floods the water is slow to drain 
away and this would support the installation of a pumping station. The Board had 
previously allocated a sum of money to investigate flooding in this area. The Engineer 
asked the Board to consider using £3,000 of this allocation to fund a report.   

 
Cllr Mrs C. Jefferies asked if £3,000 would be enough and the Engineer confirmed this 
would be sufficient to get to a stage where we would have a further discussion. 

 
The Chairman commented that this may give us the opportunity to facility a scheme 
without investing a lot of money. 

 
 Cllr Mrs S. Michael asked whether Bassetlaw Borough Council were involved. 
 

Officers from Bassetlaw Borough Council confirmed that they would be happy to talk to 
the Board in respect of the proposed scheme if the Board could provide further 
information. 

 
 13:2  Torksey Pumping Station Refurbishment (TVIDB16002) 
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The Engineer presented an update on the refurbishment of Torksey Pumping Station.  
He explained that with energy costs rising his team had been considering energy 
saving measures including the installation of solar panels on the site.  He confirmed 
that he was currently obtaining quotations for solar panel installation and asked that the 
Board delegate any future decision to the Chairman and Vice chairman as a quick 
decision would need to be made. 

 
In response to a question from Mr R. Warburton the Engineer confirmed that wind 
power had been considered but solar would be more suitable option for Torksey as the 
roof was being removed in the next few weeks. 

 
 13:3  Beckingham Pumping Station – Power supply upgrade 
 

An update was given on the Beckingham Pumping Station power supply and it was 
confirmed that Western Power would visit the site on 15th March to complete the 
works.  The Engineer commented that the scheme had exhausted its budget a couple 
of years ago and asked the Board to consider using £20,000 from their reserves to 
complete the project as there were further costs with the electricity supply. 

 
 13:4  Wheatley Beck Flooding 
 

The Engineer advised the Board that this was a riparian drain and that he had been 
asked to look at using the Board's resources and re-charging the work.  Bassetlaw 
District Council in partnership with the Nottinghamshire County Council were looking to 
clear a stretch of riparian drain in order to protect a school and playing field.  The 
Engineer confirmed that the work would take 1-2 weeks. 
 

In respect of the report received on the Sutton on Trent flood recovery works the Chairman 
made the board aware that a claim had been made against the board in respect of damage 
caused by the flooding.  He confirmed that this claim had been passed to the Board’s 
insurers.  He also confirmed that he intended to raise this issue with ADA as the Board do 
not have a duty to stop people flooding. 

 
The Operation’s Manager briefed the Board on the works at Langar Lakes which had just 
started after many years of negotiation. 

 
In response to members the Chief Executive stated that he was chasing the land agent 
regarding the purchase of land at Egmanton. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

(a) To approve preliminary investigations being undertaken into flooding at 
Low Marnham at a cost of £3,000. 

 
(b) To delegate authority to the chairman and Vice-Chairman to approve the          

installation of solar panels at Torksey Pumping Station subject to financial 
viability and costs.  

 
(c) To approve the preparation of cost estimates and programme and 

potentially undertaking maintenance and repair works on a riparian 
watercourse (Wheatley Beck). 

 
(d) To note the report of Officers (Items 5 -10). 
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14. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY AND PARTNERSHIP MATTERS 
   

The Operation’s Director confirmed that there had been changes within the Environment 
Agency and that the Board and the Agency were looking at changes to how PSCA work 
would be managed in the future.  A meeting was scheduled for the following week. 
 

15. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

The attached report was presented to the Board.  It was confirmed that the next meeting 
of the Conservation Advisory Group would be held at 9.30 am on the 25th April 2019, at the 
Board’s Newark Offices. 
 
  RECEIVED 
 

16. FEE CHARGING 
 

The Engineer reported that the Board receive many requests from third parties for 
information held in respect of flood risk assessments and modelling data.  He sought 
approval from the Board to looking at introducing a charge for this information. 
 
  RESOLVED 
 
  That the Engineer look to introduce a fee for provision of flood risk  
  assessments and modelling information.   
 

17. DELEGATED MATTERS – PLANNING, BYELAW AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 
 17:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The Operation’s Manager presented a Byelaw application to the Board for their 
decision.  The Board were asked to consider an application to culvert a stretch of the 
Board maintained Holmes Lane Drain running through the quarry site at Collingham.  
The Board’s decision was sought as a commuted sum of £2,500 had been agreed with 
the applicants to cover the costs of the Board for extra machine moves.  The Board 
were content to approve the commuted sum. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

To accept the commuted sum of £2,500.00 and approve the installation of a 
culvert. 

 
The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 
 
 TVIDB/LDC/2018/059  Extension of the existing lorry park parking area 
 and new hard standing on the Board maintained Old Trent Dyke at 
 NGR SK79573 – 54585 in the parish of Newark. 
 
 TVIDB/LDC/2018/060  Construction of a replacement footbridge over 
 the Board maintained Old Trent Dyke at NGR SK79573 – 54585 between 
 the parishes of Newark and Kelham. 
 
 TVIDB/LDC/2018/062   Repair to the existing water pipe on the Board 

maintained Old Trent Dyke at NGR SK78488 – 54876 in the between the 
parishes of Newark and Kelham. 

 
   RECEIVED 
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 17:2 Section 23 Applications 
 
  No Section 23 consent had been issued under delegated authority since the last  
  meeting. 
 

No applications had been dealt with on behalf of the Lead Local Flood Authority. 
 
   RECEIVED 
 
 17:3 Planning Applications 
 

The Engineer reported that 90 planning applications had been reviewed by Officers 
since the last Board meeting and appropriate comments made. 

    
18. HEALTH AND SATETY 
  

The Operations Director presented the attached report and confirmed that there had been 
one incident since the report was compiled. It was reported that the Energreen windscreen 
had shattered and this was being investigated. 

  
  RECEIVED 
 
19. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 19:1 Meeting Dates 
 

Mr J. Miller raised the possibility of a finance meeting in May with delegated authority 
for the delegated matters and accounts and a board meeting in June, cancelling the 
July meeting. 

 
 19:2 ADA Meetings 
 
  The following meetings were scheduled:- 
 

ADA Trent Branch Meeting on the 14th February 2019 at Kelham House Hotel, 
this meeting was being hosted by the Board and the Chairman encouraged 
members to attend. 

   
Floodex was being held on the 27th and 28th February 2019 at Peterborough.  
Members were encouraged to attend. 

   
 

 
CHAIRMAN 


