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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, 28th January 2016, at The 
Showground, Winthorpe. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated Members 
* Messrs W.J. Staunton (Chairman)  Bassetlaw District Council 
  J. Miller (Vice-Chairman)  Cllrs D. Challinor 
*  R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman) *  K.H. Isard 
*  A. Arden *  S. Scotthorne 
  T.H. Farr  Newark and Sherwood District Council 
*  A. Howick * Cllrs D.R. Payne 
*  R.J. Jackson   I. Walker 
*  D. Loates *  B. Wells 
  R.R. Oates *  Mrs S. Michael 
*  R.N.J.S. Price  Rushcliffe Borough Council 
*  S.E. Richardson * Cllrs R. Hetherington 
  J. Strawson *  M. Suthers 
   *  J. Thurman 
   *  Mrs C. Jeffreys 
    Gedling/Melton Borough Councils 
    Mr J. Evens 
    West Lindsey/North Kesteven District Councils 
    Cllr Mrs P. Whittaker (NKDC) 
* Present     
 Staff  Invited Representatives of Partner Organisations 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)  Miss S. Jaques (Nottinghamshire County 

Council) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) * Messrs J. Bowler (Bassetlaw District Council) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance)   I. Davies (Bassetlaw District Council) 
  R.P. Mitchell (Director of 

Operations) 
 Mrs J. Bradley (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust) 

*  M.S. Everett (Operations Manager)    
      
* In attendance    

 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs D. Evens, T.H. Farr, J. Miller, R.R. Oates, 
J. Strawson, Cllrs D. Challinor, I. Walker, Cllr Mrs P. Whittaker and Mrs J. Bradley. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Mr A. Arden - agenda item 13 (byelaw application). 
Cllrs B. Wells and D.R. Payne - agenda item 11 (Southwell Racecourse). 

 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 None.  
 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 231 to 241) 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 26th November 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct record subject to the first paragraph being amended from 
‘member’ to ‘Chairman’. 
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5. MATTERS ARISING 
 

Minute 11:2 (Meeting Dates) - It was noted that the ADA Trent Branch AGM had been moved 
to 15th June. 

  
  RECEIVED 

 
6. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

Drainage rates outstanding at 13th January 2016 totalled £3,301.49; special levies had been 
paid in full.   
 
It was noted that £987.75 of the £2,392.34 outstanding from previous years had been 
collected.  Rossendale Enforcement Services had been instructed to collect a total of 
£1,407.91 and investigations were still ongoing to find the occupiers of land so that these 
could be pursued. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

7. FINANCE 
 
 Cllr Mrs C. Jeffreys arrived. 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report which showed a net deficit to date of 
£137,916 which was £167,968 favourable to budget.   
 
The forecast for the year end showed a net deficit of £235,169 which was £9,040 adverse to 
budget and this included accruals of £538k (£330k net of grant and loan) in respect of capital 
projects not completed in the year.  Revenue expenditure was expected to be £60k 
favourable to budget with a surplus of £189k, however, capital projects indicated an expected 
deficit of £425k which was £69k adverse to budget.  This was due to additional costs on the 
Egmanton scheme, above budget emergency drain repairs and additional access 
improvements although the Egmanton overspend was due to be funded by Nottinghamshire 
County Council and local levy contributions.   
 
The Director of Finance referred members to the estimates which showed a more up to date 
estimate for the end of the year. 
 
It was agreed that in future capital schemes over £100,000 would be shown separately and 
that any grant and/or contributions would be included so that the cost to the Board was clear. 
 
Cash reserves at 11th January 2016 showed a total of £1,544,789 but this included the loan 
for the Beckingham Scheme. 
 
Mr R.J. Jackson, Cllrs D.R. Payne, S. Scotthorne, M. Suthers and Mrs C. Jeffreys arrived. 
 
A schedule detailing payments over £500 was circulated for comment.  Cllr B. Wells queried 
the cost of machinery repairs which amounted to some £24,000.  The Operations Manager 
confirmed that this was for general repairs, explaining that as some of the machines were 
getting old they required more maintenance.  The Chairman stated that the plant fleet was 
reviewed regularly and the cost of depreciation weighed up against the possibility of higher 
maintenance costs if machines were kept longer.  The Chief Executive confirmed that 
tenders would be sought for repairs and servicing next year as the total for the year was 
quite high. 
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Mr R.N.J.S. Price queried the bill for Cottam Pumping Station (£19,806) and £17,000 in the 
estimates for next year.  The Engineer explained that £19,806 was for planned refurbishment 
and the £17,000 annual running costs. 
 

RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 
 (b) That the attached schedule of payments greater than £500 be approved. 

 
Cllr D.R. Payne arrived. 

 
8. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 1ST APRIL 2016 TO 

31ST MARCH 2016 
 

The Director of Finance presented the estimates of income and expenditure for 2016/17 
which were considered in detail. 

 
 Cllr S. Scotthorne and R.J. Jackson arrived. 
 

The Director of Finance reported that the excavator used in the Southwell area had 
exceeded the Board’s recommended replacement hours and would require extensive repairs 
if it was retained.  Officers had considered hiring a machine rather than replacing but this 
would not be cost effective. 
 
The Chief Executive and Director of Finance had met with Officers from Rushcliffe Borough 
Council and Bassetlaw District Council to inform them of the likely special levy increase and 
the works planned for 2016/17; both had indicated that this would be acceptable. 
 
The Engineer reported that lobbying was being undertaken by the Association of Drainage 
Authorities to address the balance between Environment Agency (EA) capital and 
maintenance works.  Also, where other assets were not meeting the benefit threshold, 
consideration was being given to other methods of funding the work to bring these back up to 
standard before they were handed over, e.g. the precept money could be used for this.  
Officers stated that they would like to see the precept adjusted if there was to be a reduction 
in the amount of work undertaken by the EA. 
 
The Chairman reported that a sensitivity analysis had been undertaken and showed that a 
5/10% saving would need to be made starting next year to enable the Board to continue to 
function effectively beyond the existing five-year plan.  If this was not achieved, the Board’s 
indebtedness would increase and balances would reduce such that it would be difficult to 
respond to any flood events or undertake capital schemes.  Officers would report the initial 
potential cost savings proposals to the Finance and Plant Committee in April. 
 
It was proposed by Mr S.E. Richardson and seconded by Cllr R. Hetherington that the Board 
increase the rates and special levies by 2% for 2016/17. 

 
  RESOLVED unanimously 
 

(a) That the attached Estimates of Income and Expenditure for the year 
commencing 1st April 2016 be approved in the sum of £1,462,667. 

 
(b) That the amounts to be raised by means of drainage rates in respect of 

agricultural land and agricultural buildings, special levies on the local 
charging authorities and estimates of the amount added to balances, for the 
year commencing 1st April 2016 be as follows: 
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(i) by drainage rates levied in respect of agricultural land and 
agricultural buildings £355,947, 

 
(ii) by special levies on the local charging authorities £1,185,424, 

 
(iii) by addition to balances £78,704.  

 
(c) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2016 on 

Newark and Sherwood District Council be made and sealed in the sum of 
£491,796 (Area A). 

 
(d) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2016 on 

Rushcliffe Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £105,040 
(Area A) and £128,683 (Area B). 

 
(e) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2016 on 

Bassetlaw District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £366,011 
(Area A). 

 
(f) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2016 on 

West Lindsey District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £35,425 
(Area A). 

 
(g) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2016 on 

North Kesteven District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £25,876 
(Area A). 

 
(h) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2016 on 

Gedling Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £16,612 (Area 
A). 

 
(i) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2016 on 

Melton Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £15,980 (Area 
A). 

 
(j) That the statutory record of levies be made up. 

 
(k) That the drainage rate for the financial year commencing 1st April 2016 be 

made and sealed in the total sum of 8.47 pence in the pound (Area A) and 
1.59 pence in the pound (Area B). 

 
(l) That tenders be sought for a new excavator to replace the existing JCB 

currently used in the Southwell area. 
 
9. OPERATIONS REPORT 

 
Officers presented the attached report for information.   
 
 RECEIVED 
 

10. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

10:1 Beckingham Pumping Station Re-development 
 

The Engineer reported that all major works at the site had been completed prior to 
Christmas.  The mechanical and electrical plant would be commissioned as soon as 
the power was connected by Western Power Distribution.  It was noted that the old 
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pumping station would remain operational until the new station had been fully 
commissioned and tested. 

 
Once the station was operational the redundant elevated kiosks and the compound 
surfacing would be finished. 
 
The Engineer reported that minor problems had been encountered in connecting to the 
existing EA pipework possibly caused by ground conditions but this had been rectified.  
The station would be fully commissioned within the next three months and was 
expected to be within budget. 

 
The Chairman proposed that the station be officially opened on the afternoon of 30th 
June after the Board meeting.  It was agreed that a visit would be made to the Torksey 
site and that members would let officers know what guests to invite.  

 
   RECEIVED 
 

10:2 Thurgarton Village Flood Relief Scheme 
 

The Engineer confirmed that the preferred option for future improvement works to 
reduce flood risk from the Beck and from surface water involved splitting flows in the 
Beck at the head of Beck Street and diverting part of the flow to a new watercourse 
around the properties on the southern side of Beck Street.  However, this was a very 
expensive option (estimated £900,000) and it was not possible to justify this using 
current partnership funding investment rules. 

 
A meeting had therefore been held on 7th January 2016 with all partners and the 
consultants had been asked to reduce the scope and cost of the preferred option and 
to consider a more affordable water management option in and around Beck Street. 

 
Different scenarios were therefore being modelled to find a more affordable solution 
and it was hoped to report further to the March Board meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
10:3 Egmanton Village flood Relief Scheme 

 
A formal meeting had taken place with all partners on the 7th January 2016 and the 
way forward was agreed as follows: 

 
(a) Scheme to be promoted as one project but to be delivered in two parts - 

surface water management improvements and provision of a flood storage 
area. 

 
(b) Formal application for grant aid to be submitted to the Environment Agency 

by the end of January 2016.  Approval to be at a local level expected by the 
end of February 2016. 

 
(c) Nottinghamshire County Council's flood team to discuss the delivery of 

surface water management with the highways department with a view to 
works in late Spring 2016. 

 
(d) Negotiations to continue with landowners to secure access to lands for 

construction of the Flood Storage Area. 
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The Engineer had discussed the alternatives for the acquisition of land with the Board’s 
solicitor and would report back to a future meeting.  Work was underway to improve the 
surface water drainage in the village whilst this matter was being addressed. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
11. SOUTHWELL RACECOURSE FLOOD ALLEVIATION SCHEME 
 

Cllrs D.R. Payne, Mrs S. Michael and B. Wells declared an interest and took no part in the 
discussion. 

 
Following discussion at the last Board meeting Officers had written to the applicants 
requesting that further investigations and modelling be undertaken to include impacts on the 
area to the south of Beck Dyke that was known to have flooded in the past. 

 
On the 3rd December 2015 the Chairman, Engineer and Planning and Byelaw Officer had 
met with representatives of the Racecourse, their consultants, the Environment Agency, 
Nottinghamshire County Council and the Case Officer for Newark and Sherwood District 
Council and the applicants had reluctantly agreed to a deferment of the planning application 
and to the additional modelling that the Board had requested. 

 
The Board’s officers had undertaken further surveys to assist the modelling and provided the 
evidence necessary to calibrate the Beck Dyke model.   

 
The investigations had also included visiting the landowners who had expressed concerns 
about the proposals. 
 
The Engineer reported that the modelling (based on a 1 in 100 year plus climate change 
event) showed all water levels and flows reduced and also some decrease in areas flooded 
elsewhere as well as the racecourse.  The Environment Agency (EA) was reviewing the 
modelling to ensure that it was correct and, if this proved to be the case, Officers 
recommended that the Board raise no objection to the application.  Officers reported that the 
proposed work would involve some byelaw and planning issues but these would be dealt 
with under delegated authority. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr K. Isard and seconded by Cllr C. Jeffries that, once the modelling had 
been checked and validated by the EA, the Board support the application. 
 
 RESOLVED 

 
That the Board support the application subject to the modelling be approved by 
the EA. 

 
12. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 
 The Engineer presented the attached report for information. 
 
  RECEIVED 
 
13. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 

13:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 
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TVIDB/LDC/2015/009  Replacement of two steel ducts and an 'H' pole and 
transformer within nine metres of the Board maintained Morton Hall Feeder Drain 
at national grid reference SK 87757 63561 in the parish of Swinderby. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

13:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

No consents had been issued under Section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 1991 since 
the last Board meeting. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
13:3 Planning Applications 

 
The Engineer reported on 35 planning applications that had been reviewed by Officers 
since the last Board meeting.  No objections had been raised. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
14. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Chief Executive reported on nine incidents across the Consortium since the last Board 
meeting; fortunately no major injuries were sustained.  Investigations were underway and 
any necessary measures would be implemented to reduce or eliminate the risk of similar 
occurrences in the future. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
15. ASSOCIATION OF DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES (ADA) TRENT BRANCH 
 

The Chief Executive reported that a meeting of the ADA Trent Branch would be held on 
Thursday 11th February 2016 at The Willow Works, Beckingham. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Chairman, Messrs R. Warburton, R.R. Oates, Cllrs D.R. Payne and M. 
Suthers represent the Board at the meeting. 

 
16. STAFFING 
 

The Chief Executive presented an update on staffing arrangements for the Consortium. 
 
  RECEIVED 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 


