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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, 29th June 2017, at Winthorpe 
Community Centre. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated Members 
* Messrs W.J. Staunton (Chairman)  Bassetlaw District Council 
  J. Miller (Vice-Chairman)  Cllrs K.H. Isard 
  R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman)   Mrs S. Fielding 
*  A. Arden   D. Pidwell 
*  T.H. Farr  Newark and Sherwood District Council 
*  N.J. Greenhalgh  Cllrs D.R. Payne 
*  R.J. Jackson   I. Walker 
  D. Loates   B. Wells 
*  J. Pask *  Mrs S. Michael 
*  R.N.J.S. Price  Rushcliffe Borough Council 
*  S.E. Richardson * Cllrs R. Hetherington 
* Mrs J. Love *  J. Thurman 
   *  Mrs C. Jeffreys 
     N. Lawrence 
    Gedling/Melton Borough Councils 
    Mr J. Evens 
    West Lindsey/North Kesteven District Councils 
   * Cllr Mrs P. Whittaker (NKDC) 
* Present     
   Invited Representatives of Partner Organisations 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)  Miss S. Jaques (Nottinghamshire County 

Council) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) * Messrs J. Bowler (Bassetlaw District Council) 
*  M.S. Everett (Operations Manager)   I. Davies (Bassetlaw District Council) 
*  Mr D. Gowing (Internal Auditor)  Mrs J. Bradley (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust) 
* Mesdames J.D. Watson (Operations Director)    
*  L. Parker (Rating Officer/Accounts Assistant)  
* In attendance    

 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs I. Davies, J. Evens, D. Loates, J. Miller, R. 
Warburton, Cllrs S. Fielding, K.H. Isard, N. Lawrence, D.R. Payne, D. Pidwell, I. Walker, B 
Wells and Mesdames S. Jaques and Mrs J. Bradley. 
 
A minute’s silence was held in memory of Mr R.P. Mitchell, former Operation’s Director for 
the Consortium who passed away in May. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that Mr S. Thackray, Director of Finance had left the Consortium. 
 
The Chairman also confirmed that Mrs J. Bradley the invited representative for 
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust had communicated that she would not be able to attend future 
meetings although she was happy to be consulted and would attend Board meetings if any 
specific issues arose. 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr D. Gowing the Board’s Internal Auditor to the meeting. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 None. 
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 None. 
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4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 291 to 299) 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 30th March 2017 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 None. 
 
6. CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE MINUTES  
 

The Chief Executive presented the attached minutes for consideration.  It was noted that 
there was a correction to the date of the Board’s Engineer’s flexible retirement to 1st April 
2017. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 
   That the minutes of the meeting of the Consortium Committee held on 24th 
   May 2017 be confirmed as a correct record and adopted. 

 
7. STANDARDS COMMITTEE (Pages 14 to 22) 
 

The Chief Executive reported that succession planning was being considered by all three 
Boards and an apprenticeship scheme was being set up in the Lindsey Marsh area for the 
direct labour organisation and once in place could be rolled out across the other Boards' 
areas. 
 
A discussion was held on IT and data security.  Officers were confident that all systems and 
processes were in place but a report on the key risks and controls would be included when 
the Risk Register was next reviewed. 
 
Members were keen to have representation from Nottinghamshire County Council at Board 
meetings and it was agreed that an agenda and invitation would be sent for the next Board 
meeting encouraging Officers to attend. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on the 12th 
June 2017 be confirmed as a correct record and the Risk Register be approved. 

          
8. FINANCE AND PLANT COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

Members expressed concern that the 2% allowance for inflation within the ten year plan was 
too conservative.  The Chief Executive agreed and stated that Officers would continue to 
review this and regular updates would be presented to the Board.  
 
The Chairman stated that it had been agreed to restructure the workforce introducing the role 
of one Foreman instead of three Lead Workers.  Discussions had already commenced with 
the direct labour organisation and the post would be advertised internally. 
 
The Chairman reported that the Castlegate property was being advertised for auction on the 
20th July with Auction Estates.  He stated that an offer of £225,000 had recently been 
received for the property and advice on whether this should be accepted was being sought 
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from the agents and depended on the level of interest in the auction.   Members were in 
favour of accepting the offer if there was not sufficient interest in the auction.  
 

RESOLVED 
 
   (a) That the minutes of the meeting of the Finance and Plant Committee held 

on the 12th June 2017 be confirmed as a correct record and adopted by the 
Board. 

 
 (b) That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman be granted delegated authority to 

accept the best price for the Castlegate offices. 
 
 
9. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

The Rating Officer reported that £3,584.60 remained outstanding from 2016/17.  Drainage 
rates and special levies collected to date totaled 51.49% and reminders were due to be 
posted in July.   

  
  RECEIVED 
 
10. FINANCE 
 
 The attached report was presented by the Rating Officer/Accounts Assistant. 

 
The Internal Auditor presented his report and highlighted the importance of members 
completing and regularly reviewing the Declaration of Interest forms. 
 

Mr S. E. Richardson arrived. 
 
The accounts for the year 2016/17 were considered in detail and the Annual Return was 
presented.  Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed that all the 
statements were correct and that there were adequate systems of internal control in place. 
 
Mr R.N.J.S. Price raised the issue of the Board's liability to the pension deficit as this had 
grown substantially.  Mr D. Gowing confirmed that other boards were in the same position 
and had very little control as the fund was administered by Nottinghamshire County Council. 
After discussion, it was agreed that there was a lack of understanding of the Scheme and 
enquiries would be made by the Chief Executive who would present an overview at a future 
Board meeting.  
 
Regarding investments, Mr D. Gowing commented that interest rates were very low at the 
moment and it was very difficult to find institutions that would accept funds from public 
bodies.  He suggested that local councils might be contacted to see whether they could offer 
advice.  In the meantime it was recommended that a temporary increase on the amount 
invested with one institution (as stated in the Financial Regulations) be increased to 
£650,000. 
 

  RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Internal Auditor's report be noted and the recommendations 
 implemented. 
 
(b) That the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2017 be approved. 
 
(c) That the Annual Governance Statement be approved and signed by the 
 Chairman. 
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(d) That the Accounting Statements for 2016/17 be approved and signed by 
 the Chairman. 
 
(e) That the Board's financial position be noted. 
 
(f) That a temporary increase on the amount invested in one account be 
 increased temporarily above that stated in the Financial Regulations. 
 
(g) That the attached schedule of payments over £500 be approved. 

 
11. OPERATIONS REPORT 
 

The Operations Director presented an update on work undertaken by the Direct Labour 
Organisation.  This included a presentation on the Holme Dyke at Bleasby noting the number 
of obstacles which delayed and caused issues for the Board's operatives when working on 
the banks.  The aim was to improve access and increase efficiency. 

 
The issue of increased fly tipping was also highlighted but it was noted that there was a good 
relationship with the local councils in the area who collected the rubbish once it had been 
removed from the watercourse.  

 
Officers reported on an issue at Collingham where a tree had fallen and blocked the 
watercourse.  The Engineer confirmed that the Board did have powers under the Land 
Drainage Act to remove any obstructions and recharge the cost of this to the landowner.  

 
Mrs J. Love stated that in the Kingston Brook area there appeared to be less bank slips in 
areas where there were trees along the bank top.  Officers reported that wherever possible 
trees and hedges were left in situ as long as they did not prevent access.  The Engineer 
reported that vegetation could help to stabilise the banks but would not prevent slips and the 
correct profile of the bank was essential.  He emphasised that there was no one solution as it 
very much depended on the soil type. 

 
In response to Mr A. Arden, the Operations Manager reported that a temporary pump was 
available at Drinksey Nook but it was unlikely to be required as the gravity outfall was still 
working.  He reported that a dam had been erected and as it was not possible to divert the 
water to the Torksey system, the situation was being monitored closely and the high water 
alarm at the site would highlight any issues. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
12. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 

The Engineer presented the attached report for consideration.  He stated that schemes were 
being priortised to ensure that any grant allocation was not lost. 

 
The Engineer gave a further update on the Kingston Brook Catchment Study.  A draft report 
had been received which showed agricultural land had a 1:10 year likelihood of a potential 
flood event and this would be worse with no management, the likelihood of a severe event is 
1:100.   Fortunately, very few residential properties were affected.  The study also highlighted 
a significant impact from climate change.  There were also concerns about the Sheep Wash 
watercourse which was outside the Board’s area and discussions would be held with other 
agencies on how these could be resolved.  A further report would be presented once the 
report had been considered in detail and a maintenance schedule would then be prepared. 
 
Confirmation had been received from Western Power Distribution that the power supply to 
Beckingham Pumping Station should be completed by the end of August 2017. 
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 RESOLVED 
 
  (a) That the attached report be noted. 
 
  (b) That the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen be granted delegated authority to 
   award the contracts for refurbishment of Sturton, Cuckstool, Wheatley Beck 
   and Fenton Marsh within the budget provision. 

 
13. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
 

The Engineer presented the attached report for information. 
 

It was noted that the use of Glyphosate on waterways had been approved for a further 18 
months; use of this chemical was important to the Board for controlling Floating Penny Wort.  
The Association of Drainage Authorities was pursuing this on behalf of the industry. 
 
 RECEIVED 

   
14. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 

14:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 
 

TVIDB/LDC/2017/010  Construction of an outfall and headwall on the Board 
Maintained Caunton Beck at national grid reference SK74572 59991 in the parish 
of Caunton. 
 
TVIDB/LDC/2017/011  Emergency repair to pipeline running in the bank of the 
Board maintained Seymour Drain at national grid reference SK81811 79227 in 
the parish of Rampton, 
 
TVIDB/LDC/2017/002  Installation of a 32mm diameter water pipe below the 
Board maintained Spital Dumble at national grid reference SK69778 48271 in the 
parish of Thurgarton. 
 
TVIDB/LDC/2017/006  Construction of two outfalls into the Board maintained 
Winthorpe Airfield Drain at national grid reference SK82453 55886 and SK82604 
55943 in the parish of Winthorpe. 
 
RECEIVED 

 
14:2 Section 23 Applications 

 
No Section 23 consents had been issued under delegated authority since the last 
meeting. 
 
No applications had been received on behalf of the Lead Local Flood Authority. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

14:3 Planning Applications 
 

The Engineer reported on 141 planning applications that had been reviewed by 
Officers since the last Board meeting and appropriate comments made.   
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 RECEIVED 

 
15. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY MATTERS 
 
 The Chief Executive stated that the Isle of Axholme Strategy Group was setting the tone for  
 the future in respect of initiatives and partnership working. 
 
 The attached report was presented for information. 
 
  RECEIVED 
 
16. HEALTH AND SAFETY MATTERS 
 

The Operations Director gave an overview of incidents over a 12 month period up to 31st 
March 2017 which showed an incident rate below the average for the construction and 
agricultural sectors.  No near misses had been reported during this period and officers felt 
that there was still some work to do to improve the culture and encourage better reporting. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
17. ASSOCIATION OF DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES (ADA) TRENT BRANCH 
 

The Engineer gave an overview of matters discussed at the recent Trent Branch meeting 
which included ADAs Seven Key Policy (see attached).  The Chief Executive reported that 
the Environment Agency (EA) had set up a Programme Delivery Unit to manage major 
projects.  He stated that the EA had been well represented and actively involved in the 
meeting.  

 
  RECEIVED 
  
18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The Chairman thanked the Chief Executive and his team for all their hard work at a very busy 
time. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 


