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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, 26th March 2015, at The 
Showground, Newark. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated Members 
* Messrs W.J. Staunton (Chairman)  Bassetlaw District Council 
*  J. Miller (Vice-Chairman)  Cllrs K.H. Isard 
  R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman) *  J.B. Rickells 
*  A. Arden   G.J. Wynne 
*  T.H. Farr  Newark and Sherwood District Council 
  A. Howick * Cllrs J. Bradbury 
  R.J. Jackson   D.R. Payne 
*  D. Loates *  I. Walker 
*  R.R. Oates *  Mrs S. Michael 
  R.N.J.S. Price  Rushcliffe Borough Council 
*  S.E. Richardson * Cllrs R. Hetherington 
*  J. Strawson   N.C. Lawrence 
   *  P. Smith 
     J.A. Stockwood 
    Gedling/Melton Borough Councils 
   * Mr J. Evens 
    West Lindsey/North Kesteven District Councils 
    Cllr Mrs J. Frost 
* Present     
      
 Staff  Invited Representatives of Partner Organisations 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)  Messrs A. Wallace (Nottinghamshire County 

Council) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer)   R. Marshall (Nottinghamshire County 

Council) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance) * Miss S. Jacques (Nottinghamshire County 

Council) 
*  R.P. Mitchell (Director of 

Operations) 
* Messrs J. Bowler (Bassetlaw District Council) 

*  M.S. Everett (Operations Manager)   I. Davies (Bassetlaw District Council) 
*  P. Baines (Rating/Admin Officer) * Mrs J. Bradley (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust) 
* Miss C. O’Brien (Admin Assistant)    
* In attendance    
 

 
The Chairman welcomed Miss S. Jacques to the Board meeting. 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs I. Davies, A. Howick, R.J. Jackson, R. 
Marshall, R.N.J.S. Price, A. Wallace, R. Warburton, Cllrs J. Stockwood, G.J. Wynne and Mrs 
J. Frost. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Mr T.H. Farr declared an interest as Chairman of the Regional Flood and Coastal 
Committee. 
 
Mr A. Arden declared an interest in item 17:3. 

 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 None. 
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4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 188 to 198) 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 29th January 2015 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 5:1 Minute 5:1, Page 190 - Torksey Cottage 
 

The Chief Executive reported that following advice from the valuers, Torksey Cottage 
had been put up for auction on 4th March 2015 but no bids were made.  An offer of 
£75,000 was however made to the valuers the day after the auction. 

 
The valuers had confirmed that given the location, marketing exposure, feedback and 
works needed to the property, they considered the cash offer of £75,000 on an auction 
contract to be a fair market value.  After consultation with the Chairman, the offer had 
therefore been accepted and the sale was due to be completed on 3rd April 2015.  A 
deposit had been paid by the purchaser and contracts been exchanged.  Solicitors 
costs would be £1,250 and auction fees £2,000. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the officers actions regarding the sale of Torksey Cottage be 
approved. 

 
 5:2 Minute 6, Page 190 - Consortium Committee Minutes 
 

All officers left the meeting and the Chairman led a discussion on the current 
Consortium arrangement. 
 
The Chairman reminded members that on the formation of the Trent Valley Internal 
Drainage Board (TVIDB), the Board had endorsed the Consortium arrangement for 
three years which ended in March 2016.  There was much discussion from the Board 
which can be summarised as follows.   
 
There was unanimous support to continue with the current arrangements as members 
felt the team was doing an excellent job and that the sharing of staff with the two other 
boards was a cost effective way of managing TVIDB.   
 
The Board was reassured that performance and costs would continue to be monitored 
annually by the Consortium Committee.   
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board continue with the existing Consortium arrangement and that 
the Board review this arrangement again in three years’ time. 

 
Officers returned to the meeting. 

 
 5:3 Minute 7, Page 190 - Finance and Plant Committee (Provision of Rating Services)  
 

Following the resolution of the Finance and Plant Committee (approved by the Board at 
its last meeting) the post of Rating Officer/Accounts Assistant had been advertised and 
interviews held at the beginning of March.  Officers stated that the quality of candidates 
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was exceptionally high and the post had been offered to Mrs L. Parker who was due to 
start work with the Consortium towards the end of April 2015. 
 
Members thanked Mr P. Baines for all his hard work over the last few years and wished 
him well in his retirement. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
5:4 Minute 7, Page 191 - Finance and Plant Committee (Operational Efficiencies) 

 
Discussions had commenced with the Board’s Direct Labour Organisation (DLO) on 
ways to increase operational efficiency.  Officers reported that the members of the DLO 
had been keen to engage and contribute towards the discussions.  The Chairman of 
the Board had attended the first meeting with the DLO. 
 
The Chief Executive reported that the Director of Operations, Engineering Manager 
and the DLO were now reviewing the works programme to establish whether any 
adjustments could be made in order to increase output.  Members were pleased with 
the work being undertaken by the DLO and encouraged to hear that they were fully 
engaged in seeking ways to ensure that the Board had efficient, robust systems in 
place. 
 
Further meetings were planned and would be reported at the next Board meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 

   
5:5 Minute 7(a), Page 191 - Finance and Plant Committee (Office Accommodation) 

 
Following the resolution made at the last Board meeting, investigations were underway 
to find alternative office accommodation. 

 
Officers had commenced discussions with Scape (a local authority owned company 
acting as a central purchasing body and contracting authority to procure frameworks for 
use by public bodies) regarding developing the site at Torksey to accommodate a small 
office and welfare unit.   
 
An initial meeting had been held with Scape and a local architect to view the 
Castlegate Office and consider options to maximise the sale value and discussions 
would now be held with the planning and conservation officers to see what may be 
achievable.   
 
The Chief Executive reported that there would now be a cost if the Board wished to 
pursue these options further and estimated that it would cost in the region of £3,000 for 
any necessary fees, surveys and estimates etc. 
 
Officers had received confirmation that relocating the office at Torksey would not affect 
the pension scheme.   
 
Investigations into alternative sites in the Board’s area were still being undertaken and 
it was hoped to report on the various options and costs at the June Board meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board proceed with further investigations into the options for the 
Castlegate office and the site at Torksey at a cost of up to £3,000. 

  



Minutes of a meeting of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board held on 26th March 2015 at The 
Showground, Newark 
 

- 202 - 
 

 5:6 Minute 12:1, Page 193 - Beckingham Pumping Station 
 

A visit for members to Beckingham Pumping Station had been held on 19th March 
2015 and further visits were scheduled for 11th June and 17th September 2015 
(between 1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m.).  An update on the progress of the scheme would 
be given under agenda item 9. 
 
The Engineer agreed to review the 11th June date as this clashed with another event.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 5:7 Minute 18, Page 197 - Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) Trent Branch Meeting 
 

The ADA Trent Branch meeting was held on 24th February 2015.  Dr J. Venables 
attended together with the new ADA Chief Executive (Mr I. Thompson) and Technical 
Manager (Mr I. Moodie).  The Chairman, Cllr D.R. Payne, the Chief Executive and 
Engineer had represented the Board at the meeting. 
 
The Chairman reported that the main items on the agenda for discussion had been the 
impact of the Eel Regulations, and the formation of the Somerset Rivers Authority 
(ADA’s view on this was that funding should be channelled through the existing 
authorities).   
 
Mr A. Wallace reported that as Lead Local Flood Authority, Nottinghamshire County 
Council was now a statutory consultee in the planning process.   
 
The next Trent Branch meeting would be held at the Newark Showground on 10th June 
2015. 

 
On 25th February 2015 Messrs I. Thompson and I. Moodie also accommodated an 
informal meeting with the Chairmen of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board and the 
Isle of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire Water Level Management Board and the 
Vice-Chairman of Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board, together with the Chief Executive 
and Engineer.  The Chief Executive reported that there had been a free flowing 
exchange of views on the future of the industry and the possible directions in which it 
might travel, and the major concerns held by the Consortium Boards were also 
highlighted.   The meeting was very successful and a sound relationship was 
established with the new ADA team early in their tenure. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 5:8 Minute 12:6, Page 194 - Environment Agency (EA) Flap Valve at Laneham 
 

The Operations Manager confirmed that he had raised this matter with the EA who 
were aware of the problem but stated that although the work was scheduled it was not 
a high priority.  The Operations Manager agreed to pursue this and see what could be 
done to rectify the problem. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 5:9 Minute 12:5, Page 194 - Grassthorpe Beck 
 

The Engineer reported that there had been some issues to overcome before work 
could proceed.  These had now been overcome and work was due to commence in the 
autumn. 
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 RECEIVED 
 
6. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

The Rating/Admin Officer reported that drainage rates outstanding at 17th March 2015 
totalled £2,392.34; special levies had been paid in full. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
7. FINANCE 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report which showed expenditure to date of 
£1,509,488.   
 

RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position as detailed in the attached report be 
noted. 

 
 (b) That the attached schedule of payments greater than £500 be approved. 

 
8. OPERATIONS REPORT 

 
Drain maintenance was 88% complete at a cost to date of £509,812; all works would be 
completed within budget.  Works undertaken for the Environment Agency under the Public 
Sector Co-operation Agreement continued; the value of works invoiced to date totalled 
£64,397.  Environmental enhancement works had also been undertaken on the Fairham 
Brook for Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust and the cost had been recharged. 
 
The Director of Operations reported that the new Energreen would be ordered with a 9.7m 
extending arm rather than the standard 8m; this would allow flailing works to be undertaken 
on all watercourses within the Board’s area.  There would be an additional cost of £8,000 for 
this purchase and this could be funded from savings made from works on the Bentley Drain.  
Officers confirmed that using the Energreen rather than the tractor and flail would increase 
productivity; the cost per metre would be lower. 
 
In response to Mr R.R. Oates, officers confirmed that the existing Energreen machine had 
performed very well and that this was also more ergonomically friendly than using the tractor 
and flail unit.  It was noted that the hydraulic hoses did require replacing after 4,000 hours on 
the old machine but officers had been assured that this was not the case on the new 
machine although this had been built in to the whole life cost of the machine. 
 
Rainfall recorded at Torksey totalled 48.0mm in December, 24.0mm in January and 25.9mm 
in February.  Mr T.H. Farr reported that he was recording rainfall at Southwell and would 
forward details to officers for information.  It was also agreed that the figures for Laneham 
should be included in future reports for information. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the additional expenditure of £8,000 for the new Energreen be approved 
and the cost funded from savings made on works on the Bentley Drain. 
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9. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 
 9:1 Beckingham Pumping Station Re-development 
 

The project had started early and continued ahead of schedule and on-budget.  The 
access culvert and track improvements were now complete, together with site set-up, 
fence removal, stoning of the working area, crane hard standing and sheet piling of the 
sump.  Sheet piling of the discharge bay was now underway. 

 
The Engineer reported that issues had been raised by the Environment Agency's 
Fisheries Department late in the flood defence consent process regarding compliance 
with the Eel Regulations.  This had necessitated some re-design works and delayed 
the programme.  However, these challenges had now been overcome and design 
changes to the discharge chamber were being finalised.  The scheme was now two to 
three weeks ahead of schedule. 

 
The three contracts had been awarded and the Board’s officers reported that the 
contractors had been pro-active in offering suggestions to reduce cost and advance the 
project.  The Engineer reported that a saving would be made by installing new inverters 
to soft start the pumps (to avoid a power surge) at a cost of £12,500 rather than 
installing a transformer at a cost of £100,000. 
 
Board members had had an opportunity to view the site on 19th March 2015 and 
further visits would be arranged as works progressed. 
 
Mrs J. Bradley queried why the problem with the Eel Regulations had not been picked 
up at an earlier stage.  The Engineer reported that this was the first new pumping 
station within the area that had been built to fully comply with the Eel Regulations and 
was therefore a learning process for all those involved. 

 
The Chief Executive reported that he had recently been invited by the National 
Farmers’ Union to attend a meeting with the Secretary of State for the Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs.  At that meeting concerns had been raised regarding main river 
maintenance, environmental constraints and the impact of the Eel Regulations.   

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 9:2 Caythorpe, Gunthorpe and Lowdham 
 

Consultations were ongoing with landowners adjacent to the Barn Dyke with a view to 
works commencing during April 2015. 
 
The Engineer understood that the Lowdham scheme had been brought forward and 
this may have an impact on the work to be undertaken by the Board.  An update would 
be presented when further details were available. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 9:3 Egmanton Village Flood Relief Scheme 
 

Consultants continued to work on designs for Egmanton Village Flood Relief Scheme 
following completion of option modelling.  The Engineer reported that the most likely 
solution would involve a combination of flood water storage and surface water run-off 
management. 

 



Minutes of a meeting of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board held on 26th March 2015 at The 
Showground, Newark 
 

- 205 - 
 

The Board’s officers were finalising the application for FDGiA support and would 
commence consultation with landowners shortly.  The Engineer would update Mrs J. 
Bradley on the proposals for flood water storage once the consultation had been 
concluded. 

 
   RECEIVED 
  
 9:4 Thurgarton Village Flood Relief Scheme 
 

Consultants had recommenced modelling of the Thurgarton Beck and surface water 
flow paths through and around the village following the successful capture of LIDAR 
data.  A revised delivery completion date for delivery of the options report in early 
summer had been agreed. 

 
Improvements to the district drains had been completed by the Board's Direct Labour 
Organisation. 
 
The Chairman asked for a full update prior to his meeting with the Newark M.P. on 3rd 
April 2015. 

 
 RECEIVED 

 
10. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 

10:1 The Eel (England and Wales) Regulations 2009 
 

Concerns regarding the costs of complying with the Eel Regulations were raised at the 
Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) Annual Conference in November 2014 and 
more recently the Technical and Environment Committee.  Subsequent to this, the 
media had taken an interest with coverage in newspapers and on television.   
 
Officers stated that the cost of complying with the legislation if new pumping stations or 
substantive works were required throughout the Consortium were substantial. 

 
A meeting between ADA, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA) and senior Environment Agency (EA) staff was held on the 10th March 2015.  
ADA representatives had expressed the concerns of Internal Drainage Boards (IDBs) 
regarding the potential costs of screening pumping stations and the inconsistency of 
delivery across EA regions and had highlighted the IDBs' willingness to work in 
partnership and achieve targeted delivery.  ADA’s points were well received and 
DEFRA and the EA would be considering the points made.  Officers were hopeful that 
changes to the implementation policies would be made.  
 
 RECEIVED 

 
10:2 Beckingham Pumping Station - Monitoring 
 

A condition in the Environment Agency’s (EA) flood defence consent required the 
Board to instigate monitoring of the installation to ensure it was effective in providing 
safe passage for eels.  The Engineer reported that the EA was undertaking research 
into eel passage and had asked if Beckingham Pumping Station could be monitored as 
part of this research.  The studies would be undertaken by Hull University’s Hull 
International Fisheries Institute and the cost would be met by the EA. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 



Minutes of a meeting of the Trent Valley Internal Drainage Board held on 26th March 2015 at The 
Showground, Newark 
 

- 206 - 
 

That the Board participate in the research into eel passage by allowing 
monitoring at Beckingham Pumping Station; the cost of this to be met by 
the Environment Agency. 

 
10:3 Fairham Brook Restoration Project 
 
 

Mrs J. Bradley gave a presentation on the Fairham Brook Restoration Project and 
stated that she hoped the Board would be able to work in partnership on future 
projects.   

 
  RECEIVED 

 
11. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Director of Operations reported on incidents across the Consortium since the last Board 
meeting.  No major injuries were reported.   

 
  RECEIVED 
 
12. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 

12:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 
 

B001-2015  Construction of a new footbridge on a riparian watercourse within 
nine metres of the Board maintained Kingston Brook at national grid reference 
SK 51193 26998 in the parish of Kingston on Soar. 
 
B002_2015   Replacement of an existing footbridge over the Board maintained 
Caunton Beck at national grid reference SK 74573 59994 in the parish of 
Caunton.   
 
B003-2015  Construction of a new surface water outfall on the right bank of the 
Board maintained Winterbeck Drain from development at land adjoining Belvoir 
Road at national grid reference SK 80461 38141 in the parish of Bottesford.   

 
RECEIVED 

 
12:2 Section 23 Applications 

 
The following consent had been issued under Section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 
1991 since the last Board meeting. 

 
TVIDB/LDC/2015/001  Installation of a 15mm thick UV liner within an existing 
600mm diameter culvert under track crossing on the railway at national grid 
reference SK 79285 65221 in the parish of Sutton on Trent. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
12:3 Planning Applications 

 
The Engineer reported on 20 planning applications that had been reviewed by Officers 
since the last Board meeting.   
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Objection had been raised to planning application number 14/02083/FULM (change of 
use of former gravel quarry to fishing pond and creation of car park) as the 
development was within nine metres of the Board maintained Springs Dyke.   
Discussions with the applicant had resulted in the application being amended to comply 
with the Board’s requirements and officers would be issuing the necessary byelaw 
consent and removing the objection. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 12:4 Byelaw Contravention - Egmanton 
 

The Board’s Officers had recently visited a site at Egmanton where a solar park was 
being constructed.  The Board had consulted on the application during the planning 
stage and specified that the applicant must provide a nine metre wide access strip 
along the right bank of the Board maintained Egmanton Mill Dam.  The Engineer 
reported that fencing had been erected within this buffer strip and the developer had 
therefore been contacted and had agreed to relocate the fence in accordance with the 
Board’s requirements.   

 
The Engineer further reported that the planning application had indicated that a swale 
would be included within the site in order to manage surface water flows but there was 
no evidence that this had or would be constructed and, based on the proximity of the 
fence line to the solar panels, it was unclear whether sufficient space would be 
available for the swale to be constructed.   This matter, being a condition of planning, 
had been highlighted to Newark and Sherwood District Council to determine if the 
development was being constructed in accordance with the approved permission. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the officers’ actions be approved. 
 
13. LONG SERVICE AWARDS 
 

The Chairman reported that four members of the Direct Labour Organisation were due long 
service awards in recognition of their service to the Board; a total of 125 years combined 
service.   
 
The Chairman made a presentation to Messrs S. Lukehurst, A. Smith and M. Thorne and 
thanked them for their long and loyal service.  Unfortunately Mr Shepperson was unable to 
attend the meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
14. MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Chairman thanked the council representatives for their contribution to the Board and 
wished them well in the forthcoming elections.   
 
Members congratulated Cllr J.B. Rickells who was retiring after 55 years’ service. 
 
 RECEIVED 
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15. STAFFING 
 

The Chairman reported that Miss C. O’Brien was leaving shortly to take up a new 
appointment.  Members joined in wishing her well. 

 
 REVIEVED 
 
 

  
CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 
 


