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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, 26th January 2017, at 
Winthorpe Community Centre. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated Members 
* Messrs W.J. Staunton (Chairman)  Bassetlaw District Council 
*  J. Miller (Vice-Chairman) * Cllrs K.H. Isard 
*  R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman)   Mrs S. Fielding 
  A. Arden   D. Pidwell 
*  T.H. Farr  Newark and Sherwood District Council 
*  N.J. Greenhalgh  Cllrs D.R. Payne 
  R.J. Jackson *  I. Walker 
*  D. Loates   B. Wells 
  J. Pask *  Mrs S. Michael 
  R.N.J.S. Price  Rushcliffe Borough Council 
*  S.E. Richardson * Cllrs R. Hetherington 
* Mrs J. Love *  J. Thurman 
   *  Mrs C. Jeffreys 
     vacancy 
    Gedling/Melton Borough Councils 
   * Mr J. Evens 
    West Lindsey/North Kesteven District Councils 
    Cllr Mrs P. Whittaker (NKDC) 
* Present     
 Staff  Invited Representatives of Partner Organisations 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)  Miss S. Jaques (Nottinghamshire County Council) 
  D.J. Sisson (Engineer)  Messrs J. Bowler (Bassetlaw District Council) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance)   I. Davies (Bassetlaw District Council) 
*  M.S. Everett (Operations Manager)  Mrs J. Bradley (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust) 
* Mrs J.D. Watson (Operations Director)    
* Mr C.J. Manning (Environmental Officer)    
* In attendance    

 
 

1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs A. Arden, J. Bowler, R.J. Jackson, J. 
Pask, R.N.J.S. Price, D.J. Sisson, Cllrs D.R. Payne, D. Pidwell, B. Wells, Mrs P. Whittaker 
and Mrs J. Bradley.  
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 None.  
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 Officers would give an update on efficiencies at the end of the meeting.   
 
4. MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Chief Executive reported that a letter of resignation had been received from Mr A. 
Howick, the elected member for the Fosse Sub DRO District.  He stated that, in accordance 
with the Land Drainage Act 1991, Schedule 1, Part III, the Board was required to elect a 
suitable person to fill the vacancy. 
 
It was noted that an interest in joining the Board had been expressed by a landowner in that 
area, Mrs J. Love of Brook Furlong Farm, Costock Road, East Leake, who attended the 
November Board meeting.   
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Any vacancies on the Board would usually be advertised, however, as it had only been a few 
months since nominations were sought for the elections and no interest was expressed, it 
was agreed that this was not necessary. 
 
 RESOLVED unanimously 
 

That Mrs J. Love be appointed to the Board to represent the ratepayers in the 
Fosse Sub DRO District.   

 
5. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 273 to 282) 
 

RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 24th November 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct record subject to Mr N. Greenhalgh’s name being 
removed from the Standards Committee (minute 12(a)). 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING 
 

6:1 Minute 15, Paragraph 4, Page 277 - Operations Report 
 

In response to Mr J. Miller, the Operations Director reported that a couple of meetings 
had been held with the Environment Agency to discuss a full programme of works for 
the River Greet.  This would be a two to three year scheme and it was hoped that work 
would commence this summer to clear access and enable maintenance to start in 
2018.  Funding had yet to be confirmed and a further meeting would be held next 
week. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 6:2 Minute 16:4, Page 279 - Beckingham Pumping Station 
 

Mr D. Loates had forwarded contact details for Western Power to officers and asked 
how this was progressing.  The Chief Executive confirmed that the switch gear was 
being installed and he hoped that everything would be up and running before the next 
Board meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 6:3 Minute 21, Page 282 - Association of Drainage Authorities (ADA) Annual Conference 
 

Copies of the ADA Gazette were circulated for information; this contained a detailed 
article on the Conference. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
7. CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

The minutes of this meeting and the discussion that ensued are recorded on Pink Paper. 
 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Consortium Committee held on 8th 
December 2016 be confirmed as a correct record and the recommendations 
made be approved by the Board. 
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13. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

Drainage rates outstanding at 11th January 2017 totalled £3,770.32; special levies had been 
paid in full (a combined collection rate of 99.76% to date).  The Director of Finance reported 
that final instalments were due at the end of the month. 
 
Members congratulated the Rating Officer on the collection rate. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

14. FINANCE 
 

The Director of Finance presented a detailed report on income and expenditure which 
showed a net surplus to date of £279,973 (£185,912 favourable to budget) and reported on 
the major variances.  
 
The forecast for the year end was for a net deficit of £299,689 which would be £73,768 
favourable to budget.  The total amount invested was £1,653,838.  It was noted that the 
Director of Finance had a meeting arranged with the bank to set up an additional account in 
which to invest in order to comply with the Financial Regulations.  The Chairman stated that 
this must be completed before the March Board meeting. 
 
There was a discussion on the sale of the Castlegate offices; the details are recorded on 
Pink Paper. 
 
Mr R. Warburton queried the number and cost of low loader moves and whether it would be 
more cost effective for the Board to purchase its own low loader.  The Operations Manager 
stated that this was for the larger machines and only equated to £200 per move.  The 
Director of Finance stated that access improvements were ongoing to reduce the number of 
moves but Officers agreed to investigate and report back.  
 

Mrs J. Love arrived and the Chairman informed her of her nomination and welcomed her to the 
meeting. 

 
Cllr Mrs C. Jeffreys stated that the cost of plant repairs seemed high.  The Director of 
Finance reported that there had been some major repairs this year prior to a tractor being 
replaced.  He stated that quotations were being sought from alternative suppliers to ensure 
value for money.  It was noted that service contracts were in place with the manufacturers or 
agent for any new machines purchased.   
 
In response to Mr N. Greenhalgh, the Director of Finance reported that the £742 was for 15 
keys for the new Beckingham Pumping Station, the specification of which had been advised 
by the Board’s insurers. 
  

RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 

(b) That the attached schedule of payments greater than £500 be 
approved. 

 
10. ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1ST APRIL 2017 TO 31ST 

MARCH 2018 
 

The Director of Finance presented for consideration the attached report and estimates for the 
year 2017/18.   
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Although only a 2% increase in the rates and special levies was recommended, Officers 
reported that due to council approved development, the transfer of land from rating to special 
levies would mean that the total payable by councils would increase for Newark and 
Sherwood by 4.3%, Rushcliffe 4.1% and Bassetlaw 2.4%; this however would be more than 
offset by additional business rate/council tax income.  It was noted that the Association of 
Drainage Authorities continued to lobby for the special levy to be centrally funded. 
 
Mr S.E. Richardson referred to the five year plan and expressed concern that the Board still 
needed to make savings despite not replacing one member of the workforce who had 
resigned last year as this saving had been offset by the additional £30,000 per annum 
pension increase.  The Director of Finance reported that unfortunately the Board had no 
option but to pay the pension increase and it was not possible to increase the special levies 
above the 2% which may trigger a referendum and would incur major costs.  The Chairman 
emphasised that the Board needed to find further efficiencies to enable the current standard 
of work to continue in the future.  The Finance and Plant Committee would be meeting in 
May to consider this further. 
 
Mr S.E. Richardson was concerned about the cost of the pension and queried the increase to 
the Board now that all overtime was pensionable.  The Director of Finance would present the 
full details of this to the Committee in May. 
 
It was proposed by Mr S.E. Richardson and seconded by Cllr Mrs S. Michael that the 
attached estimates of income and expenditure be approved and that the Board set a rate of 
8.63 pence in Area A and 1.62 pence in Area B for the financial year 2017/18. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the attached Estimates of Income and Expenditure for the year 
commencing 1st April 2017 be approved in the sum of £1,635,953. 

 
(b) That the amounts to be raised by means of drainage rates in respect of 

agricultural land and agricultural buildings, special levies on the local 
charging authorities and estimates of the amount added to balances, for the 
year commencing 1st April 2017 be as follows: 

 
(i) by drainage rates levied in respect of agricultural land and 

agricultural buildings £362,003, 
 

(ii) by special levies on the local charging authorities £1,226,809, 
 

(iii) by addition to balances £47,141.  
 

(c) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2017 on 
Newark and Sherwood District Council be made and sealed in the sum of 
£513,116 (Area A). 

 
(d) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2017 on 

Rushcliffe Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £112,143 
(Area A) and £131,111 (Area B). 

 
(e) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2017 on 

Bassetlaw District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £374,711 
(Area A). 
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(f) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2017 on 
West Lindsey District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £36,094 
(Area A). 

 
(g) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2017 on 

North Kesteven District Council be made and sealed in the sum of £26,365 
(Area A). 

 
(h) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2017 on 

Gedling Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £16,926 (Area 
A). 

 
(i) That the special levy for the financial year commencing 1st April 2017 on 

Melton Borough Council be made and sealed in the sum of £16,282 (Area 
A). 

 
(j) That the statutory record of levies be made up. 

 
(k) That the drainage rate for the financial year commencing 1st April 2017 be 

made and sealed in the total sum of 8.63 pence in the pound (Area A) and 
1.62 pence in the pound (Area B). 

 
11. OPERATIONS REPORT 

 
The attached report was circulated for information. 

 
 RECEIVED 

 
12. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 
 12:1 Egmanton Village Flood Relief Scheme (Surface Water Management Works) Phase 2 
 

The Chief Executive reported that progress of the above scheme was dependent on 
the successful conclusion of on-going negotiations with landowners to secure access to 
land to construct the flood storage area required to reduce flood risk in the village.  It 
was hoped to give an update at the March Board meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 12:2 Sutton on Trent Improvement Scheme 
 

Officers reported that designs were being finalised and consultations with riparian 
landowners ongoing; once the design was complete and agreements reached, a formal 
grant-aid application would be made.  The total cost of the scheme was estimated at 
£94,000, £33,000 of which would be grant.  Work would be undertaken by the Board’s 
Direct Labour Organisation. 

 
The works would involve channel improvements to Bulham Lane Drain and Cuckstool 
Dyke to improve conveyance and access for maintenance. 
 
 RECEIVED 
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13. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 
 13:1 Environmental Impact Assessment (Land Drainage Improvement Works) Regulations 
 

The Environmental Officer reported that consultation was underway on modification to 
the above Regulations.  The current Regulations required the Board to assess whether 
proposed works were likely to have a significant effect on the environment and, if so, to 
produce an environmental statement.  If the effect on the environment was considered 
insignificant, a notice to this effect must be published on site, on the website and in the 
local press 28 days before works start giving members of the public the opportunity to 
object; this time period was being extended to 30 days. 

 
If an objection was received and could not be resolved the matter would be referred to 
DEFRA for determination.  Previously there was no time limit on this but following 
representations made by the Association of Drainage Authorities, a 90 day limit for 
determination had been set. 
 

   RECEIVED  
 

13:2 Policy On Dealing With Badgers In Watercourses 
 

The Environmental Officer presented the attached Policy which had been updated to 
encompass the Class License.  He emphasised that there would be no change to the 
Board’s procedures or operational practises.  It was noted that there was now a 
statutory duty to record sightings and evidence of habitat but this was already being 
done by operatives across the Consortium and had been for some time. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the attached Policy be adopted by the Board. 
 
14. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 

14:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 
 

TVIDB/LDC/2016/014  Construction of a temporary clear span bridge crossing 
point, until December 2035, on the Board maintained Catchwater Drain at 
national grid reference SK 80074 84858 in the parish of Sturton Le Steeple.   

 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/025  Construction of a flood alleviation scheme within nine 
metres of the Board maintained Greenfield Drain and Greenfield Feeder Drain at 
Southwell Racecourse at national grid reference SK 73534 52834 within the 
parish of Rolleston.   

 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/031  Construction of a surface water outfall on the Board 
maintained Old Trent Dyke at national grid reference SK 79588 54461 in the 
parish Newark.  

 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/032  Installation of a 33kv distribution cable from High 
Marnham Power Station by directional drilling underneath the Board maintained 
watercourse at Normanton Drain at national grid reference SK 80180 69471 in 
the parish of Marnham.  
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TVIDB/LDC/2016/033  Installation of a 33kv distribution cable from High 
Marnham Power Stationby directional drilling undeneath the Board maintained 
watercourse Skegby Marnham Drain at national grid reference SK 80131 69889 
in the parish of Marnham.  

 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/034  Construction of a new six metre long access culvert on 
the Board maintained Spitalwood Dumble at national grid reference  SK 69829 
48186  in the Parish of Thurgarton.  

 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/035  Installation of a temporary crossing point on the Board 
maintained Drain 32 in the parish of Sturton-Le-Steeple at national grid reference 
SK 80922 84636.  

 
RECEIVED 

 
14:2 Section 23 Applications 

 
The following consent has been issued under delegated authority since the last 
meeting: 
 

TVIDB/LDC/2016/039  Construction of a flood alleviation scheme at Southwell 
Racecourse at national grid reference SK 73534 52834 within the parish of 
Rolleston.   

 
No applications had been received on behalf of the Lead Local Flood Authority. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

14:3 Planning Applications 
 

The Engineer reported on 109 planning applications that had been reviewed by 
Officers since the last Board meeting and appropriate comments made.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
15. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Operations Director reported that the trial of the new incident reporting procedure was 
now half way through and would be reviewed at the next round of tool box talks across the 
Consortium.   
 
Officers reported that a quotation had been received to conduct the necessary remedial work 
recommended in the asbestos reports received last month and this work would be 
undertaken as soon as possible at a total cost of £1,704. 

 
It was noted that the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) had launched a new Health and 
Work Strategy which outlined three priority areas, occupational stress, musculoskeletal 
disorders and occupational lung disease.  The HSE would be engaging with employers and 
employees regarding the strategy and the Operations Director would track the progress on 
this and report any areas of concern and/or actions applicable to the Board.  

 
  RECEIVED 
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16. LAND DRAINAGE BYELAWS 
 

The Chief Executive reported that Byelaws had been prepared in accordance with the 
DEFRA model.  These would be circulated to members for comment and if no objections 
were received would be submitted to DEFRA for approval. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the attached Byelaws be circulated to members for comments and if no 
objections are received by the end of February the Byelaws be submitted to 
DEFRA for approval. 

 
17. ASSOCIATION OF DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES (ADA) TRENT BRANCH 
 

The Chief Executive reported that a meeting of the ADA Trent Branch, hosted by the 
Scunthorpe and Gainsborough Water Management Board would be held on 23rd February 
2017 at Grange Park Golf Club, Messingham.  Members were asked to contact the Manby 
office if they wished to attend. 

 
  RECEIVED 
 
18. EFFICIENCIES 
 

Officers confirmed that operational efficiencies were being reviewed as requested and a full 
report and recommendations would be presented to the Finance and Plant Committee in 
May 2017; this would include details of cost savings already made. 
 
The Operations Director was reviewing the works programme, prioritising the workload and 
monitoring to ensure that this was completed within budget.  She would also be looking at 
more efficient ways of working across the whole area.  Longer term succession planning 
would also be considered and may include an apprenticeship scheme in the future.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 


