
TRENT VALLEY INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARD 

- 249 - 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday, 31st March 2016, at The 
Showground, Winthorpe. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated Members 
* Messrs W.J. Staunton (Chairman)  Bassetlaw District Council 
*  J. Miller (Vice-Chairman)  Cllrs D. Challinor 
*  R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman) *  K.H. Isard 
*  A. Arden   Mrs S. Fielding 
*  T.H. Farr  Newark and Sherwood District Council 
*  A. Howick * Cllrs D.R. Payne 
*  R.J. Jackson *  I. Walker 
  D. Loates   B. Wells 
  R.R. Oates *  Mrs S. Michael 
  R.N.J.S. Price  Rushcliffe Borough Council 
*  S.E. Richardson * Cllrs R. Hetherington 
  J. Strawson *  M. Suthers 
   *  J. Thurman 
   *  Mrs C. Jeffreys 
    Gedling/Melton Borough Councils 
   * Mr J. Evens 
    West Lindsey/North Kesteven District Councils 
   * Cllr Mrs P. Whittaker (NKDC) 
* Present     
 Staff  Invited Representatives of Partner Organisations 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)  Miss S. Jaques (Nottinghamshire County 

Council) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) * Messrs J. Bowler (Bassetlaw District Council) 
*  S. Thackray (Director of Finance)   I. Davies (Bassetlaw District Council) 
  R.P. Mitchell (Director of 

Operations) 
 Mrs J. Bradley (Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust) 

*  M.S. Everett (Operations Manager)    
      
* In attendance    
 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs D. Loates, R.R. Oates, R.N.J.S. Price, J. 
Strawson, M.S. Everett, Cllr Mrs S. Fielding, Miss S. Jaques and Mrs J. Bradley.  

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 None. 
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

It was agreed to appoint a member to the Standards Committee following the resignation of 
Mr A. Howick from the Committee. 

 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 242 to 248) 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 28th January 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct record subject to the deletion of the last sentence in 
minute 7. 
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5. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 5:1 Minute 8, Page 244 - Estimates 
 

The Chairman reported that the meeting of the Finance and Plant Committee meeting 
had been moved to the 21st April 2016 and would be discussing in detail any potential 
cost savings. 

  
   RECEIVED 
 
 5:2 Minute 11, Page 247 - Southwell Racecourse Flood Alleviation Scheme 
 

The Engineer confirmed that the modelling had been checked and approved by the 
Environment Agency and consent had been issued for the Scheme to proceed.  A copy 
of the Board’s response was available for members to view after the meeting; this 
stated that the work would be of no detriment and may provide some benefit. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
6. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

Drainage rates outstanding at 14th March 2016 totalled £2,817.30 and special levies had 
been paid in full; a combined collection rate of 99.73%. 
 
A total of £1,296.60 of the arrears outstanding from the previous year had now been 
collected. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

7. FINANCE 
 
 Cllr Mrs C. Jeffreys arrived. 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report.   
 
It was noted that a further claim for grant in respect of the Beckingham Scheme had been 
submitted.   
 
The Engineer and Director of Finance were reviewing outstanding capital and reforming 
works.  The money for this would be accrued to enable the work to be undertaken in the next 
financial year.  A full breakdown of all schemes would be presented at the year end. 
 
Cllr D.R. Payne queried the cost of advertising public notices etc.  The Chief Executive 
confirmed that officers did obtain the cheapest price possible and the Association of 
Drainage Authorities was undertaking a review to see whether alternative methods of 
advertising could be used instead of local newspapers, e.g. websites etc. 

 
RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 
 (b) That the attached schedule of payments greater than £500 be approved. 

 
8. OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 
 

Two further valuations had been received for the Castlegate offices and one more was 
awaited.  These would be reported to the Finance and Plant Committee on 14th April 2016 
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and the property would be advertised as soon as possible thereafter.  The Torksey site would 
be viewed on the tour of inspection in June 2016. 
 
The Chief Executive had spoken to the tenants in the Castlegate Office and would continue 
to liaise with them regarding the sale of the property.   

 
  RECEIVED 
 
9. OPERATIONS REPORT 

 
9:1 Drain Maintenance Expenditure 
 

To date work was 85.2% complete at a cost to date of £627,489.  The forecast for the 
year was £649,988 which would be £9,085 over budget.  
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:2 Winter Maintenance Works 
 

At the end of February 68% of the winter works programme had been completed.  A 
further report on progress for the year would be given at the next meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:3 Summer Maintenance Works 
 

94% of the planned 2015/16 summer maintenance works had been completed and 
work would commence on the 2016/17 works programme following the Easter holidays; 
a copy of the works programme would be available at the next Board meeting.  
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:4 Construction Works 
 

A low level culvert had been installed to bypass a pole and staywire on Drain 26 at 
Laneham to enable safe working for the Board’s Direct Labour Organisation. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:5 Environment Agency (EA) Works 
 

Planned weedcutting and tree work was being undertaken for the EA on a 
rechargeable basis under the Public Sector Cooperation Agreement (PSCA).  The EA 
required the Board to continue to undertake works under the PSCA and was currently 
drawing up a five year maintenance plan following confirmation of a five year 
settlement by the Treasury.   
 
Officer reported that a debate was ongoing regarding rationalising how flood relief 
maintenance was delivered.  In response to Mr J. Miller, the Engineer reported that the 
EA did have some directly employed staff but also used contractors to undertake 
works.  Mr R.H. Farr confirmed that the EA had scaled down its workforce significantly.  
He further reported that Mr O. Patterson M.P. had requested a list of locations where 
dredging may be beneficial and the list had been passed to the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  Mr T.H. Farr suggested this document could be 
used as a starting point in discussion between the Board and the EA.  Officers were 
already in discussion with the EA, in particular about the desilting of the River Greet, 
especially the lower reaches.  The Chief Executive welcomed the opportunity to 
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engage with the EA and discuss how to take this forward.  An informal discussion 
would be held after the meeting. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
9:6 Torksey Pumping Station 
 
 Repairs had been undertaken to the 30” sluice valve at Torksey Pumping Station. 
 
  RECEIVED 
 
9:7 Purchase of Tracked Excavator 
 

Tenders had been invited from six manufacturers for the supply of a new tracked 
excavator for use in the Southwell area.  Three valid tenders had been received and a 
full adjudication undertaken by Officers and only two of the tenders were within the 
approved budget of £105,000. 

 
JCB   £100,430  
Case  £103,350  
Volvo  £115,695.   

 
JCB also showed the lowest total whole life cost (based on 7,500 hours which included 
depreciation, servicing costs and fuel) and offered the longest warranty. 

 
   RESOLVED 
 

That the Board purchase a JCB JS160LC tracked excavator at a maximum 
net cost of £100,430. 

 
9:8  Purchase of Tractor 
 

The 2016/17 budget included provision for two 10T dump trailers at a total budget of 
£25,000 and refurbishment of an existing trailer at £5,000.  The Director of Finance 
reported that the Board’s 2006 Kubota loader tractor based at Orston depot was 
proving unreliable and the cost of repairs was considerable.  The Operations team had 
therefore suggested changing this tractor instead of the trailers.  A number of suitable 
2008-2010 second hand 140hp to 160hp second-hand Massey Ferguson and Case 
tractors had therefore been identified at local dealers and these ranged from £22,000 
and £27,000.  If purchased these tractors would require the addition of a fore end 
loader at an additional cost of around £5,000.  The Board’s existing Kubota trade-in 
value was estimated at £5,000.  The Director of Finance stated that if agreed, this 
would give a net cost of £25,000 which was in line with the budget for the trailers.    
 

  RESOLVED 
 

That delegated authority be granted to the Chairman to trade in the 2006 Kubota 
tractor and approve the purchase of a second-hand 150hp tractor with a fore end 
loader at a total cost not exceeding £30k.  

 
9:9 Retirement of Director of Operations 
 

The Chairman reported that the Consortium’s Director of Operations would be retiring 
from the role and the position would be advertised shortly.  This was a key role in the 
organisation and the selection process would be undertaken to ensure the right person 
was appointed.   
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 RECEIVED 
 
 9:10 Rainfall 
 
  The Engineer reported rainfall for the year at twice the long term average to date. 
 
   RECEIVED 

 
10. BYELAW APPLICATION - SOW PIGS DRAIN 
 

The Engineer reported that application had been made by Rampton Parish Council to site a 
telecommunications mast within nine metres of the left bank of the Board maintained Sow 
Pigs Drain in the parish of Rampton. 

 
The Board currently undertook maintenance from this bank of the watercourse, however, the 
Parish Council had discussed the proposal with the owner of land on the opposite bank and 
he agreed to the removal of a small number of trees in order to facilitate the Board’s 
continuous access along the right bank.  The Operations Department supported the 
proposal. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That consent be granted to Rampton Parish Council to site a telecommunications 
mast within nine metres but no closer than two metres of the left bank of the 
Board maintained Sow Pigs Drain at national grid reference SK 79480 78222 in 
the parish of Rampton subject to the applicant indemnifying the Board against all 
claims etc arising from the works. 

 
11. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 
 10:1 Beckingham Pumping Station Re-development 
 

All electrical and mechanical equipment was installed and commissioned, however, a 
date for Western Power Distribution to upgrade the power supply to the site to its full 
capacity had still not been confirmed.  There had been no changes to the budget since 
the last meeting. 

 
   RECEIVED  
 

10:2 Thurgarton Village Flood Relief Scheme 
 

As reported previously, a preferred option had been identified but was very expensive 
and could not be justified.  The Engineer reported that a solution had been identified 
and was currently being discussed with Highways before approaching the landowner 
concerned.  A full report on the proposed scheme would be presented to the Board 
once discussions taken place. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
10:3 Egmanton Village Flood Relief Scheme 

 
The Engineer reported that application for grant aid had now been approved.  Details of 
the proposed surface water management alongside and on highways had been 
approved by Nottinghamshire County Council.  Design of the scheme had commenced 
and work was scheduled to commence in the summer. 
 
 RECEIVED 
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10:4 Torksey Pumping Station 
 

The Engineer reported that the principal watercourses within the Torksey catchment 
had been surveyed for the purpose of building a computer model of the system which 
would support the justification of the preferred option for grant aid. 

 
Modelling, project appraisal and preliminary design would be complete by September 
2016 and a grant application would be made before October 2016.  Detailed design 
and tender processes would be undertaken with the intention of tenders being returned 
in January 2017 and work planned to commence in March of next year. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 10:5 Lowdham, Caythorpe and Gunthorpe Flood Water Evacuation 
 

In response to Mr R.J. Jackson, the Engineer reported that work was due to commence 
shortly. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
12. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 

12:1 Impact of IDB Maintenance Operations on Agri-Environment Schemes 
 

The Basic Payment Scheme included a requirement for agreement holders to provide 
Ecological Focus Areas.  The Rural Payments Agency's rules for Ecological Focus 
Areas in 2016 included, “Ecological Focus Areas have to be sited on eligible land and 
eligibility is a year round qualification”.  It was noted that IDB activities including cutting 
and reforming may influence the amount of eligible land on a holding and further 
clarification was therefore being sought from the Rural Payments Agency by the 
Association of Drainage Authorities. 
 
The lack of cohesion between Natural England, the Rural Payments Agency and 
delivery on the ground continued to be a source of frustration and it was hoped that a 
practical solution could be agreed soon. 
 
It was agreed that advice for landowners would be included in the annual newsletter. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
 12:2 River Trent Critical Eels Passes Flood Risk Assessments 
 

The Environment Agency had consulted with the Board for phase 3 of this programme 
in 2014 with the intention of installing retarders on gravity outfalls at Brownlow Arms, 
Dunham and Girton Stakes.  The Board requested flood risk assessments for the 
proposals and these had now been received. 

 
The Engineer stated that the flood risk assessment showed that the proposals would 
cause the ingress of significant volumes of water to the Board’s catchment and would 
effectively see a reduction in flood protection standards.  Officers had therefore 
informed the Environment Agency that any proposal that increased flood risk was 
unacceptable to the Board and that Byelaw consent would be refused.  This was 
unanimously supported by the Board. 

 
   RECEIVED 
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 12:3 Conservation Advisory Group 
 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Conservation Advisory Group had been 
rescheduled for Monday 18th April 2016 at 9.30 a.m. due to a clash of dates.  The 
meeting would be held at the Board’s Newark offices. 

 
   RECEIVED  
 
13. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 

13:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 

 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/003  Erection of a replacement fence on the right bank of the 
Board maintained Potwell Dyke along the rear boundary of 1 Marrison Way at 
national grid reference SK 70841 54068 in the parish of Southwell.   
 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/004  Repairs to an existing footbridge over the Board 
maintained River Smite (Pt 2) at national grid reference SK 69948 33431 in the 
parish of Colston Bassett.   
 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/005  Construction of a new outfall into the Board maintained 
Rampton Beck culvert at national grid reference SK 79872 78329 in the parish of 
Rampton.   
 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/007  Replacement of an existing footbridge over the Board 
maintained Kingston Brook at national grid reference SK 52917 26305 within the 
parish of West Leake.   
 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/006  Erection of a palisade fence across the Board maintained 
Newton Sewer at national grid reference SK 83555 73908 in the parish of 
Newton on Trent.   
 

RECEIVED 
 

13:2 Section 23 Applications 
 

The following consent had been issued under Section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 
1991 since the last Board meeting: 
 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/001  Installation of a 10mm thick liner within an existing 600mm 
diameter brick barrel culvert under the railway line at national grid reference SK 80506 
39528 in the parish of Bottesford. 

 
RECEIVED 

 
13:3 Planning Applications 

 
The Engineer reported on 39 planning applications that had been reviewed by Officers 
since the last Board meeting.  No objections had been raised. 
 
 RECEIVED 
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14. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

The Chief Executive reported on two incidents across the Consortium since the last Board 
meeting; fortunately no major injuries were sustained.   

 
  RECEIVED 
 
15. ASSOCIATION OF DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES  
 

15:1 Trent Branch 
 

The Chief Executive reported that the Association of Drainage Authorities Trent Branch 
Annual General Meeting would be held at 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday, 15th June 2016, at 
Doncaster Knights Rugby Football Club, Armthorpe, Doncaster.  The cost per delegate 
is £40. 

 
   RESOLED 
 

That the Chairman, Messrs J. Bowler, T.H. Farr, J. Miller, Cllrs D.R. Payne, 
I. Walker and Mrs C. Jeffreys attend the ADA Trent Branch Annual General 
Meeting. 

 
 15:2 Flood Ex 
 

The Chief Executive had been invited to give a presentation on partnership working at 
Flood Ex which would be held at the Peterborough Showground on 18th and 19th May 
2016.  Members were encouraged to attend the event which was organised for the 
flood defence and water level management sector looking at flood defence, mitigation 
and drainage. 

 
   RECEIVED 
 
 15:3 ADA National 
 

The Engineer reported on the key activities being addressed by ADA staff at national 
level.  He also reported that interviews for the new Vice-Chairman would be held 
shortly. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
16. TOUR OF INSPECTION 
 

A tour of inspection would be held after the June Board meeting.  Invitees would include the 
local M.P., representatives from district and county councils, the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Environment Agency, National Farmers’ Union, 
Association of Drainage Authorities and neighbouring drainage boards. 

 
The Chief Executive outlined the programme for the day which would start with the Board 
meeting at 9.30 a.m. at The Hume Arms, Torksey.  Guests would join members for lunch 
before departing for the tour which would include the official opening of Beckingham 
Pumping Station, a visit to Torksey Pumping Station and an opportunity to view plant and 
equipment.   
 
 RECEIVED 
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17. ELECTION OF MEMBERS 
 

The Chief Executive reported that the term of office for elected members to the Board’s five 
electoral districts expired on 31st October 2016.  Registers of Electors would be prepared 
and advertised in accordance with the Land Drainage Act 1991, the Land Drainage (Election 
of Drainage Boards) Regulations 1938 and the Land Drainage (Election of Internal Drainage 
Boards) (Amendment) Regulations 1977. 
 
The Chairman suggested that the Board should consider succession planning and 
encourage new members to stand for election.  He asked members to let him know if they 
would not be seeking re-election.  

 
  RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the date of election be Thursday 27th October 2016.   
 
(b) That the Chief Executive be appointed Returning Officer and his PA be 

appointed Deputy Returning Officer. 
 
18. APPOINTMENT TO STANDARDS COMMITTEE 
 

The Chairman reported that Mr A. Howick had resigned from the Standards Committee and 
asked nominations to stand for the vacancy. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That Cllr Mrs S. Michael be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Standards 
Committee. 

 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 
 


