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Minutes of a Meeting of the Board held at 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, 29th September 2016, at The 
Showground, Winthorpe. 
 
 Elected Members  Nominated Members 
* Messrs W.J. Staunton (Chairman)  Bassetlaw District Council 
*  J. Miller (Vice-Chairman) * Cllrs K.H. Isard 
*  R. Warburton (Vice-Chairman)   Mrs S. Fielding 
*  A. Arden   D. Pidwell 
  T.H. Farr  Newark and Sherwood District Council 
  A. Howick * Cllrs D.R. Payne 
*  R.J. Jackson *  I. Walker 
*  D. Loates *  B. Wells 
*  R.R. Oates   Mrs S. Michael 
*  R.N.J.S. Price  Rushcliffe Borough Council 
*  S.E. Richardson * Cllrs R. Hetherington 
   *  J. Thurman 
   *  Mrs C. Jeffreys 
     vacancy 
    Gedling/Melton Borough Councils 
    Mr J. Evens 
    West Lindsey/North Kesteven District Councils 
   * Cllr Mrs P. Whittaker (NKDC) 
* Present     
 Staff  Invited Representatives of Partner Organisations 
* Messrs A. McGill (Chief Executive)  Miss S. Jaques (Nottinghamshire County 

Council) 
*  D.J. Sisson (Engineer) * Messrs J. Bowler (Bassetlaw District Council) 
  S. Thackray (Director of Finance)   I. Davies (Bassetlaw District Council) 
*  M.S. Everett (Operations 

Manager) 
 Mrs J. Bradley (Nottinghamshire Wildlife 

Trust) 
* Mesdames J.D. Watson (Operations Director)    
*  L. Parker (Rating Officer)    
* In attendance    
 

 
1. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs J. Evens, T.H. Farr, A. Howick, Mrs J. 
Bradley, Cllrs D. Pidwell, Mrs S. Michael.  
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Mr W.J. Staunton - agenda item 15 (16/01577/FUL). 
 
 Mr A. Arden - agenda item 15 (13441, 134553, 16/00882/FULM). 
 
3. NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 None. 
 
4. BOARD MINUTES (Pages 258 to 263) 
 

 RESOLVED 
 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Board held on 30th June 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct record. 

 
5. CONSORTIUM COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
  RESOLVED 
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That the minutes of the meeting of the Consortium Committee held on 14th 
September 2016 be confirmed as a correct record and that the recommendations 
be adopted by the Board. 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING 
 
 6:1 Board Minute 7:3, Page 260 - Sale of Castlegate Offices 
 

The Chief Executive reported that there had been four notifications of interest in the 
Castlegate Office. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That delegated authority be granted to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Chief Executive to accept an offer for the Castlegate property over 
£250,000. 

 
 6:2 Consortium Committee Minute 7, Page 3 - Vision and Values Statements 

 
In response to Mr R.N.J.S. Price, the Chief Executive reported that these would be 
communicated to the public via the newsletter and website. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
7. DRAINAGE RATES AND SPECIAL LEVIES 
 

Drainage rates and special levies outstanding at 12th September 2016 totalled £617,289 (a 
collection rate of 60.03% to date).  
 
Summonses for outstanding rates would be sent out in early October with a court date set for 
16th November 2016. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

8. FINANCE 
 

The Director of Finance presented the attached report which was considered in detail.   
 
A query was raised on the invoice from Controlstar Systems Ltd in respect of telemetry 
repairs.  Officers were asked to undertake a review/comparison of telemetry maintenance 
costs and report back to the November meeting. 
 
Re investment of balances, it was noted that interest rates were due to fall to 0.25% from 1st 
October 2016. 
 

RESOLVED 
 

(a) That the Board’s financial position be noted. 
 

(b) That the attached schedule of payments greater than £500 be 
approved. 

 
9. OPERATIONS REPORT 

 
The attached report was circulated for information. 
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In response to Mr R.R. Oates, the Operations Manager reported that the invasive weed on 
Drinsey Nook Drain was being sprayed every two to three weeks. 
 
Mr D. Loates reported that a fault with the weedscreen at the Board’s Burton Round Pumping 
Station had been reported to him by Environment Agency staff and as the Board’s pumping 
station attendant had been on holiday he had informed the Laneham team.  Mr D. Loates 
queried why this had not been picked up by the telemetry system and whether checks were 
carried out by other staff when the pumping station attendant was on holiday.  The 
Operations Manager explained that the telemetry system would only show a fault when there 
was a differential in the water levels either side of the screen, e.g. when enough weed had 
built up to restrict the flow.  He further reported that all pumping stations were checked twice 
a week.  Mr S.E. Richardson queried the necessity of this as the installation of the telemetry 
should reduce the number of visits and queried whether the system was working as it should 
be.  It was noted that the Operations Director would be undertaking a review of the telemetry 
and procedures to ensure that adequate cover was in place at all times.   
 
 RECEIVED 

 
10. BYELAW APPLICATION - SOUTH COLLINGHAM DRAIN 
 

The Engineer reported that application had been received to culvert 46 metres of the Board 
maintained South Collingham Drain, off Station Road, Collingham, because of concerns over 
the stability of an existing tarmac driveway which served Horseshoe Cottages.  

 
A planning application had been made for a large mixed use development which proposed to 
divert the watercourse through the wider site.  Discussions were ongoing with the developer 
regarding the detailed design and Officers expected future applications for consent would be 
made.  

 
The Board’s Environmental Officer and Operations Manager had been consulted regarding 
the culverting and did not foresee any issues with granting consent.  The Engineer stated 
that should consent be granted, the risk of the driveway failing would be removed.  Existing 
drainage outfalls from Station Road were proposed to be connected via a manhole at the 
upstream end with a headwall constructed at the downstream end.  

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That consent to culvert 46 metres of the Board maintained South Collingham 
Drain from national grid reference SK 83531 61522 to SK 83553 61559 in the 
parish of Collingham be granted subject to all works being carried out to the 
specification and satisfaction of the Board’s Engineer. 

 
11. GIRTON FLOOD DEFENCE SCHEME - FUNDING 
 

The Engineer reported that a project to secure a flood defence scheme for the village of 
Girton was being led by Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC).  The Board had already 
approved a small contribution of £2,500 towards the costs of the Girton Initial Assessment 
which helped facilitate the extension of the assessment to include the topographical survey 
and hydraulic modelling of the Mill Dam Dyke up to the upstream extent of Main River.  This 
information would be valuable for the Board as it provided some of the data required for the 
Board’s planned Swinderby Area Catchment Study due to commence in 2017/18. 

 
The Girton Initial Assessment had now been completed and confirmed that the main flood 
risk to Girton was from the River Trent.  The Mill Dam Dyke into which the Board’s systems 
discharged was seemingly adjudged to have little or no impact on flooding even though it 
passed through the heart of the village.  NCC would now proceed to the detailed appraisal 
and design of the two identified options for flood defences for the village, which were 
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  Option 1 – Embankment to the west of Girton. 
 

Option 2 – Embankment surrounding Girton 
 

Option costs had been appraised within DEFRA Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk 
Management Appraisal Guidance and were estimated at £4.77M and £3.97M respectively.  
NCC estimated that the scheme would attract only £0.37M in Flood Defence Grant in Aid 
(FDGiA), significantly short of the required budget, but they considered that Girton was a 
special case for the community and wished therefore to proceed to a detailed design position 
to identify the actual funding required.  Sources of possible partnership funding had been 
identified for both the detailed design and for the delivery of the project and the Board had 
been approached for financial support.   
 
In response to Mr J. Miller, the Engineer reported that grant was partly calculated on the 
number of properties protected, therefore the scoring was low.  

 
The Engineer reported that whilst the source of flooding in the village was essentially from 
the River Trent and not from Board maintained watercourses, the residents did contribute to 
the Board’s costs via special levies.  He further reported that the Board should remain 
involved in the design process as the proposals would require the rerouting or 
reconfiguration of the tidal flood doors on the Mill Dam Dyke and could therefore impact on 
the wider Swinderby Catchment Area. 
 
In response to Mr J. Miller, the Engineer reported that the Board had allocated £25,000 in the 
Partnership Funding budget for 2016/17 and to date nothing had been spent. 

 
  RESOLVED 
 

That the Board contribute £1,000 from the partnership funding budget towards 
the detailed design. 

 
12. ASSET RENEWAL AND REFURBISHMENT PROJECTS 
 
 12:1 Beckingham Pumping Station Re-development/Water Level Management Strategy 

 
Beckingham Pumping Station had been officially opened by the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman at the June tour of inspection; an article regarding the opening was featured 
in the autumn edition of the Association of Drainage Authorities gazette. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

12:2 Thurgarton Village Flood Relief Scheme 
 
The Engineer reported that the final modelling report investigating possible flood risk 
management improvements in the village had been received and identified the 
following two possible options to improve protection in the village: 
 

Option 1 - the construction of an alternative channel to cater for extreme flood 
flows around the village once the existing Beck reaches capacity. 

 
Option 2 - flood management works on the Beck Street/Station Road corner to 
direct out of channel flows away from properties (this option would require 
lowering of the road and verge). 

 
The Engineer stated that Option 1 would be very costly and difficult to justify and 
finance and, although Option 2 was expected to cost considerably less there were 
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significant technical issues to overcome.  Nottinghamshire County Council’s Highways 
Flood Team were working with their in-house design team to assess the technical 
feasibility and costs for the second option. 
 
Regular updates on progress will be presented to the Board. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

12:3 Egmanton Village Flood Relief Scheme 
 
Five of the six tenders invited had been returned for the first of a two phase surface 
water management improvement scheme in Egmanton village. 
 
The Engineer reported that all tenders had been adjudicated and found to be correct 
and the lowest tender received from Westmoreland Civil Engineering Limited in the 
sum of £20,624.05 had been accepted under delegated powers by the Chief Executive 
and Engineer.  Subject to highways licenses being issued, works would commence on 
site around the 3rd October 2016 and should be completed within eight weeks. 
 
Negotiations to secure access to land on which to construct the flood storage area 
(phase 2 works) was progressing well and it was hoped that the formal agreement 
would be secured to allow phase 2 of the works to proceed in the next few weeks. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

12:4 Lowdham, Caythorpe and Gunthorpe Flood Alleviation (Phase 2 - Hall Drain 
Improvements) 
 
Officers reported that channel and culvert improvements to Hall Drain from its 
confluence with Barn Dyke (Phase 1) to Gunthorpe village were now substantially 
complete.  These works would improve the conveyance of flows and reduce recovery 
times if Trent flooding occurred in or around the village of Gunthorpe in the future. 
 
The works were currently within the approved budget. 
 
Mr R. Jackson reported concerns expressed at a recent Parish meeting about a section 
of the Hall Drain that had been culverted by the Board some years ago.  Locals were 
concerned that the filling was preventing flood waters entering the drain and retarding 
flood recovery.  The Operations Manager was aware of this problem and was 
discussing the impact in conjunction with Officers of Nottinghamshire County Council. 
 
 RECEIVED 
 

 12:5 Langar Lakes Flood Relief Works - Potential Partnership Project 
 
Officers had for some time been investigating complaints of serious waterlogging and 
flooding in the vicinity of the Langar Lakes complex.  The lakes were a result of former 
quarry workings which had now ceased.  When operational the water levels in the 
quarry site were maintained at artificially low levels as the quarry owners operated a 
de-watering/pumping system, however, since operations ceased, water levels had 
risen to the high levels currently being experienced.   
 
The Engineer thought it likely that prior to the quarrying operations the area had 
drained naturally via dyke systems, however, as these systems had been unused for a 
number of decades the dykes had fallen into disrepair and in some cases were now 
non-existent.  Officers had identified two possible outfall routes for the water to alleviate 
the problem and negotiations were underway with the riparian owners with a view to 
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these being reinstated.  As there was some uncertainty that the negotiations would be 
successful and bearing in mind the length of time since the systems had been 
operational, Officers had also enquired whether Rushcliffe Borough Council (RBC) and 
Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) would be prepared to contribute towards an 
alternative scheme.  The initial response from RBC was that no funds were available at 
the moment but Officers continued to negotiate.  A response was awaited from NCC.  
Members from RBC agreed to pursue this.   
 
In response to Mr J. Miller, the Engineer confirmed that if the scheme went ahead the 
watercourses would be adopted and maintained by the Board as they would be owned 
by and serve multiple landowners.  Also, control structures would be put in place to 
ensure that properties were protected from overtopping of the lakes. 
 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That Officers continue to seek a solution to the water logging and flooding 
in the vicinity of Langar Lakes and that a contribution of £10,000 be made 
available from the Partnership Funding budget towards any necessary 
improvements to alleviate the problem. 

 
12:6 Torksey and Fenton Marsh Pumping Stations Improvements 

 
Surveys were complete and work commenced on the construction of a hydraulic model 
to underpin the benefit calculations contained within the grant aid application.  An 
application for grant aid would then be submitted and detailed design works would 
commence. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
13. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY MATTERS - MAIN RIVER MAINTENANCE 
 

Officers reported that annual weed clearance and general support of the Environment 
Agency (EA) continued under the Public Sector Cooperation Agreement continued.  Recent 
announcements of additional and sustained revenue funding of the EA activity gave a degree 
of certainty that this arrangement would be continued at least up to the year 2020.  The EA 
was preparing a five year maintenance programme and it was hoped that this would confirm 
the details of the arrangement with the Board up to that time.   
 
Members were pleased to note that negotiations were also underway with the EA regarding 
the possibility of undertaking additional enhanced maintenance which may be undertaken 
following the additional funding (£350M) granted to the EA in November 2015.  These 
included work plans for the Rivers Greet, Devon, Dover Beck, Smite, Middle Beck and 
Nethergate Brook over the next three to four years.   
 
No commitment had been made to undertake the work as it was not yet clear what was 
involved but a report would be presented for consideration once the details were known and 
a review of available resources had been undertaken.   
 
Following a recent meeting with Officers from the EA, the Engineer was hopeful that work on 
the Greet, Dover Beck and Nethergate Brook would commence in the current financial year.  
A further meeting would be held with the EA in October 2016. 
 
The Chief Executive reported that all parties agreed that the additional enhanced 
maintenance was required and the EA had been informed what work was required on the 
main rivers to ensure the Board’s systems continued to operate effectively.  The Operations 
Manager was already costing up work on the River Greet with the EA operations staff. 
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The Chief Executive stated that there was a similar situation across the Consortium boards 
where they are keen to take on more work on the main rivers but progress was slow.  He 
continued to pursue this at all levels across DEFRA, ADA, LLFA, EA and had explained that 
the Boards’ systems relied on these main rivers and that the Board was keen to work 
together with the EA to ensure that they were adequately maintained.  This would be 
discussed further at the Anglian RFCC meeting tomorrow.   
 
The Engineer reported that it was important to push for the works on the Greet to be 
undertaken as soon as practical because of the contributions available from the owners of 
the racecourse. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
14. ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 
 The attached report was circulated for information. 
 

Mr J. Miller reported that flooding had occurred in the past at Low Marnham and stated that it 
was essential that any retarders were regularly maintained.  The Engineer had raised this 
with the Environment Agency, pointing out that these were smaller, would become blocked 
more easily and would therefore require a more frequent maintenance regime; he hoped that 
this had been taken into account.  

 
   RECEIVED  
 
15. DELEGATED MATTERS - PLANNING, BYELAWS AND SUPERVISORY ROLE 
 

15:1 Byelaw Applications 
 

The following consents had been granted under delegated authority since the last 
Board meeting: 
 

TVIDB/LDC/2016/013  Construction of a temporary 15m culverted crossing, until 
December 2035, over unnamed Drain 51 at national grid reference SK79460 
84985 in the Parish of Sturton Le Steeple.   

 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/016  Replacement of an existing culvert on the Board 
maintained Long Irelands Drain at national grid reference SK 79118 SK 77285 in 
the parish of Rampton.  

 
TVIDB/LDC/2016/022  Installation of a temporary work platform on the Board 
maintained Catchwater Drain at national grid reference SK 79464 81180 in the 
parish of South Leverton.   

 
RECEIVED 

 
15:2 Section 23 Applications 

 
No Section 23 consents had been issued since the last Board meeting. 
 

RECEIVED 
 

15:3 Planning Applications 
 

Messrs A. Arden and W.J. Staunton declared an interest. 
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The Engineer reported on 110 planning applications that had been reviewed by 
Officers since the last Board meeting.  No objections had been raised. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
16. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

No matters to report. 
 
  RECEIVED 
 
17. ELECTION 
 

Members were reminded that the closing date for receipt of nomination papers was 30th 
September 2016. 
 
 RECEIVED 

 
18. ASSOCIATION OF DRAINAGE AUTHORITIES (ADA) ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

The Chief Executive reported that the ADA Annual Conference would be held in London on 
17th November 2016.  The Annual General Meeting would be held in the morning followed 
by Question Time and guest speakers; Emma Howard Boyd (Acting Chair, Environment 
Agency), Minette Batters (Deputy President, National Farmers’ Union) and Neil Parish MP 
(Chairman of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee). 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Chairman and Mr J. Miller attend the Conference on behalf of the Board 
together with the Chief Executive, Engineer and Operations Director. 

 
19. OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCIES 
 

Investigations were underway to find a 5% saving in revenue costs and 10% in capital costs 
as requested by the Finance and Plant Committee.  A number of areas had already been 
reviewed including a time and motion study and Officers were pleased to report that cost per 
metre was acceptable but the study had highlighted that time could be saved if access 
improvements were made.  Since the review had commenced, one member of the DLO had 
also resigned to take up a new career opportunity and a decision had been taken not to 
replace him at this time. 
 
Further areas to be considered where possible savings could be made included a reduction 
in amenity mowing, plant and depots.  Cllr D.R. Payne enquired whether the Board would 
continue with the amenity mowing if the parish councils agreed to reimburse the cost of this.  
It was agreed that this may be possible providing the Board had the resources to undertake 
the work. 
 
The Chief Executive still had concerns that all Board maintained watercourses were not 
being maintained as per the agreed programme, eg every three years, and also stated that 
these should be reviewed to see whether any could be given up, particularly if more work 
was to be undertaken on the main rivers.  The Chief Executive also stated that he would like 
to see works broken down into a clear summer and winter maintenance programme with a 
definitive start and finish time. 
 
Mr S.E. Richardson queried whether the vacancy had resulted in more overtime being 
undertaken.  The Engineer confirmed that no additional overtime had been worked.  The 
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Engineer and Operations Manager confirmed that the current workload could be undertaken 
with the existing workforce of 12 operatives. 
 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the Board’s workforce be reduced from 13 to 12. 
 
20. RETIREMENT OF MEMBERS 
 

The Chairman reported that Mr R.R. Oates would not be standing for re-election.  Mr Oates 
had been a member of the Board since 1977 and Vice-Chairman from 1988 to 2003.  An 
extremely valuable member of the Board, his expertise would be missed.  Members joined 
the Chairman in wishing Mr Oates well for the future.  

 
  RECEIVED 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 
 
 


